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PREFACE.

S the captivity of Benjamin Gilbert’s

Family has been a fubjedt of much in-

quiry, and many of their friends were anxious

to have a particular account of their fuffer-

ings ; the following narrative is prefented to

them and the publick, reciting the tranfac-

tions as circumftantialiy as could be furnilh-

ed from memory, after comparing accounts

with each other on their return from Canada.

That their lives were preferved through
the many threatening fcenes they paffedjwhilft

in the hands of the Indians, is to be afcribed,

with gratitude and thankfulnefs, to the great

Ruler of the univerfe, who can fay unto the

fea, “ Thus far fhalt thou go, and no fur-

“ ther.” And though Benjamin Gilbert the

elder, was permitted to link under the weight
of his fatigue and afflidlions, he lived to be
reftored to liberty, and breathed his laft in

the arms of his atfedtionate wife.

To be call into the power of favages, who,
from infancy, are taught hardnefs of heart.
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which deprives them of the common feelings

of humanity, is enough to intimidate the

firmeft mind : but when we hear of helplefs

women and children torn from their homes,
and dragged into the wildernefs, we fhudder

at the thought, and are bound to acknow-
ledge our infinite obligations to the Almigh-
ty, that we are fo much more enlightened

than thofe unhappy wretches of the defert j

to moft of whom the glad tidings of the

gofpel remains yet to be proclaimed : “ Glory
to God in the higheft j on earth peace, and
good will to men.”

#



A

NARRATIVE
OF THE

CAPTIVITY
AND

SUFFERINGS
O F

BENJAMIN GILBERT
AND HIS

FAMILY.
Benjamin gilbert, fon of jofeph

Gilbert, was born at Byberry, about 15
miles from the city of Philadelphia, in the

year 17 ii, and received his education among
the people called Quakers.
He refided at or near the place of his na-

tivity for feveral years j during which time
of refidence he married, and after the deceafe

of his firft wife, he accomplillied a fecond

marriage with Elizabeth Peart, widow of
Bryan Peart, and continued in this neigh-

bourhood until the year 1775, when he re-

moved with his family to a farm, fituate on
Mahoning Creek, in Penn Townlhip, North-
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ampton county, being the frontiers of Penn-
fylvania, not far from where Fort Allen was
erefted. The improvements he carried on
here were according to the ufual manner of
new fettlements, convenience being princi-

pally attended to, his houfe and barn being

of logs
; to this he had added a faw-mill, and

a' commodious ftone grift-mill, which, as it

commanded the country for a confiderable

diftance, conduced in fome meafure to render

his fituation comfortable.

This flioi t account may not be improper,

in order to intereft our feelings in the rela-

tion of the many fcenes of affliftion the fa-

mily were reduced to, when fnatched from
the pleafing enjoyment of the neceffaries and
conveniencies of life. The moft flattering

of our profpefts are often marked with dif-

appointment, exprelTively inftrudting us, that

we are all ftrangers and fojourners here, as

were our forefathers.

This family was alarmed on the 25th day
of the 4tii Month, 1780, about fun-rife, by
a party of eleven Indians, whofe appearance

ftruck them with terror ; to attempt an ef-

cape was death, and a portion of diftrefs,

not eafy to be fupported, the certain atten-

dant on the moft patient and fubmiffive con-

dud:. The Indians, who made this incurfion,

were of different tribes or nations, who had
abandoned their country on the approach of

General Sullivan’s army, and fled within

command
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command of the Britifli forts in Canada^

promifcuoufly fettling within their neigh-

bourhood ; and, according to Indian cuftom
of carrying on war, frequently invading the

frontier fettlements, taking captive the weak
and defencelefs.

The names of thefe Indians, with their re-

fpedlive tribes, are as follow :

1. Rowland Monteur, ift captain.

2. John Monteur, fecond in command,
who was alfo ftiled captain : thefe two were
Mohawks, defcended of a French woman.

3. Samuel Harris, a Cayuga Indian.

4. John Hufton, and his fon

5. John Hufton, jun.

6. John Fox, of the Delaware nation. The
other 5 were Senecas.

At this place they made captives of the

following perfons :

I, Benjamin Gilbert, aged about 69 years

I
Cayugas

2. Elizabeth, his wife,

3. Jofeph Gilbert, his fon

4. Jeffe Gilbert, another fon,

5. Sarah Gilbert, wife to Jefle,

6. Rebecca Gilbert, a daughter,

7. Abner Gilbert, a fon,

8. Elizabeth Gilbert, a daughter,

o, Thomas Peart, fon toBeniamin 7

Gilbert’s wife, 3

10. Benjamin Gilbert, a' fon of 7

John Gilbert, of Philadelphia, 3

55
41
J9

19
16

14
12

II
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11. Andrew Harrigar, of Ger-'j
man defcent, hired by Benjamin ^26 years
Gilbert, 3

12. Abigal Dodfon, (daughter-
of Samuel Dodfon, who lived on a

farm near one mile diftance from
the mill) who came that morning
with grift.

They then proceeded to Benjamin Peart’s

dwelling, about half a mile farther, and
brought himfelf and family, viz,

13. Benjamin Peart, fon to Ben-
jamin Gilbert’s wife,

14. Elizabeth Peart, his wife, 20

15. Their child about nine months old.

The prifoners were bound with cords,

which the Indians brought with them, and
in this melancholy condition left under a

guard for the fpace of half an hour j during
which time, the reft of the captors employed
themfelves in plundering the houfe,. and
packing up fuch goods as they chofe to

carry off, until they had got together a fuf-

ficient loading for three horfes, which they

took, befides compelling the diftreffed pri-

foners to carry part of their plunder; When
they had finiihed plundering, they began
their retreat, two of their number being de-

tached to fire the buildings, which they did

without any exception of thofe belonging to

the unhappy fufferers 5 thereby aggravating

their diftreffes, as they could oblerve the

flames,.
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flames, and the falling in of the roofs, from

an adjoining eminence called Summer HilL

They caft a mournful look towards their

dwellings, but were not permitted to flop,

until they had reached the further fide of the

hill,: where the party fat down to make a

Ihort repaft ; but grief prevented the prifon-

ers from fharing with them.
The Indians fpeedily put forwards from this

place; as they apprehended they were not fo

far removed from the fettlements, as to be

fecure from purfuit. Not much further was a

large hill, called Mochunk, which they fixed

upon for a place of rendezvous; here they

halted near an hour, and prepared Ihoes or

fandals, which they call mockafons, for fome
of the children : confidering themfelves in

fome degree relieved from danger, their fears

abated, fo that they could enjoy their meal at

leifure, which they ate very heartily. At their

removal from this hill, they told the prifon-

ers that Colonel Butler was no great diftance

from them, in the woods, and that they were
going to him.

Near the foot of the hill flows a Itream of
water, called Mochunk Creek, which was
crofled, and the fecond mountain pafiTed; the

fteep and difficult afcent of which appeared
very great to the much enfeebled and affright-

ed captives; they were permitted to reft them-
fclves for fome minutes, and then prefled on-

A 5 wards
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wards to the broad mountain, at the foot of
which runs Nefcaconnah Creek.

Doubly diftreffed by a recolleftion of paft

happinefs, and a dread of the miferies they had
now to undergo, they began the afcent of this

mountain with great anguiih both of body
and mind. Benjamin Gilbert’s wife, difpirited

with the increasing difficulties, did not expebt

ilie was able to pafs this mountain on foot j

but being threatened with death by the In-

dians if fhe did not perform it, with many a

he.’vy ftep (he at length fucceeded. The broad

mountain is faid to be feven miles over in

this place, and about ten miles diftant from
Benjamin Gilbert’s fettlement. Here they

halted an hour, and then ftruck into the

Nefkapeck Path; the unevennefs and rugged-
nefs of which rendered it exceedingly toil-

fome, and obliged them to move forwards

flowiy, Quackac Creek runs acrofs the

Nefkapeck Path, which leads over Pifmire

Hill. At this laft place they flopped to refrefh.

the nfelves, and then purfued their march
r‘ jng the fame path, through Moravian Pine

.jwamp, to Mahoniah Mountain, where they

lodged, being the firft night of their cap-

tivity.

It may furnilh information to fome, to

mendon the method the Indians generally

vife to fecure their prifoners ; they cut down
a fapling as large as a man’s thigh, and there-

in
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in cut notches, in which they fix their legs,

and over this they place a pole, croffing the

pole on each fide with ftakes drove in the

ground, and in the crotches of the ftakes they

place other poles or riders, effeitually con-

fining the prifoners on their backs j
befides

which, they put a ftrap round their necks,

which they faften to a tree: in this manner
the night pafled. Their beds were hemlock
branches ftrewed on the ground, and blankets'

for a covering, which was an indulgence

fcarcely to have been expected from favages:

it may reafonably be expefted, that in this

melancholy fituation, deep was a ftranger ta
their eye-lids.

Benjamin Peart having fainted in the even-

ing, occafioned by the fufferings he endured,
was threatened to be tomahawked by Rowland
Monteur.

26th. Early this morning they continued
their route near the waters of Teropin Ponds.
The Indians thought it moft eligible to fepa-

rate the prifoners in companies of two by two,
each company under the command of a par-

ticular Indian, fpreading them to a confider-

able diftance, in order to render a purfuit as

impradticable as poffible. The old people,,

overcome with fatigue, could not make fo

much expedition as their fevere taflc-mafters-

thought proper, but failed in their journey,

and were therefore threatened v/ith death by
A 6 the
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the Indian under whofe direfiion they were'
placed: thus circumftanced, they refigned
themfelves to their unhappy lot with as

much fortitude as poflible. Towards even-
ing the parties again met and encamped, hav-
ing killed a deer, they kindled a fire, each
one roafting pieces of the flefh upon fharp-
ened fwitches. The confinement of the cap-
tives was the fame with the firfl night ; but,
as they were by this time more refigned to

the event, they were not altogether deprived-

of fleep.

27th. After breakfafl: a council was held
concerning the divifion of the prifoners, which
being fettled, they delivered each other thofe

prifoners who fell within their feveral allot-

ments, given them diredions to attend to the

particular Indians whofe property they be-

came. In this day’s journey they palTed near

Fort Wyoming, on the eaftern branch of
Sufquehanna, about forty miles from their

late habitation. The Indians, naturally timid,

were alarmed as they approached this garrifon,.

and obferved great caution, not fuffering any
noife, but Hepped on the Hones that lay in the

path, leH any footHeps fhould lead to a difco-

very. Not far from thence is a confiderable

Hream of water, emptying itfelf into Sufque-

hanna, which they crofled w'ith greatdifficulty,.

it being deep and rapid, and continued here

this night. Benjamin Gilbert, being bound
faH with cords, underwent great fufferings.

28th,
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28th. This morning the prifoners were all

painted according to the cuftom among the

Indians, fome of them with red and black,

fome all red, and fome with black only t

thofe whom they fmut with black, without
any other colour, are not conlldered o^f any
value, and are by this mark generally de-

voted to death : although this cruel purpofe
may not be executed immediately, they are

feldom preferved to reach the Indian hamlets
alive. In the evening they came to Sufque-
hanna, having had a painful and wearifome
journey through a very ftony and hilly path*.

Here the Indians fought diligently for a pri-

vate lodging-place, that they might be as

fecure as polTible from any fcouting-parties of
the vlhite people. It is unneceflary to make
further mention of their manner of lodging,
as it ftill remained the fame.

29th. They went in fearch of the horfes

which had Arrayed from them- in the night, and
after fome time found them. They then kept
the courfe of the river, walking along its fide

with difficulty. In the afternoon they came
to a place where the Indians had direCled four
negroes to wait their return, having left them
fome corn for a fubfiArence : thefe negroes had
efcaped from confinement, and were on their

way to Niagara, when firll difcovered by the
Indians; being challenged by them, anfwered.
They were for the king,*’ upon which they

immediately received thenn into protedlion.

30tb
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30th. The negroes, who were added to the
company the day before, began cruelly to

domineer and tyrannife over the prifoners,

frequently whipping them for their fport, and
treating them with more feverity than even
the Indians themfelves ; having had their

hearts hardened by the meannefs of their con-
dition, and long fubjeftion to flavery. In

this day’s journey they pafled the remains of
the Indian town, Wyaloofing. The lands

round thefe ruins have a remarkable appear-

ance of fertility. In the evening they made
a lodgment by the fide of a large creek,

5 th Month I ft. After crofling a confider-

able hill, in the morning, they came to a-

place where two Indians lay dead. A party

of Indians had taken fome white people,,

whom they were carrying off prifoners, they

rofe upon the Indians in the night, killed

four of them, and then effefled their efcape.

The women were fent forwards, and the men
prifoners commanded to draw near and view
the two dead bodies, which remained (the

other two being removed); they ftaid to ob-

ferve them a confiderable time, and were then

ordered to a place where a tree was blown
down. Death appeared to be their doom ; but

after remaining in a ftate of fad fufpenfe for

fome time, they were ordered to dig a grave;

to effedl which, they cut a fapling with their

tomahawks, and fharpened one end, with

which



( 15 )

which wooden inftrument one of them broke
the ground, and the others caft the earth out

with their hands, the negroes being permitted

to beat them feverely whilft they were thus

employed. After interring the bodies, they

went forwards to the reft, and overtook them
as they were preparing for their lodging.

They were not yet releafed from their fapling

confinement.

2d. Having fome of their provifions v/ith

them, they made an early meal, and travelled

the whole day. They crolfed the eaft branch

of Sufquehanna towards evening, in canoes,

at the place where General Sullivan’s army
had palled it in their expedition. Their en-

campment was on the weftern fide of this

branch of the river; but two Indians, who did

not crofs it, fent for Benjamin Gilbert, jun.

and Jeffe Gilbert’s wife; and as no probable

caufe could be affigned why it was fo, the

defign was confidered as a very dark one, and
was a grievous afilidlion to the others.

3d. The morning however difpelled their

fears, when they had the fatisfadion of fee-

ing them again, and underftood they had not
received any treatment harder than their

ufual fare. The horfes fwam the Sufque-
hanna, by the fide of the canoe. This day
the Indians in their march found a fcalp, and
took it along with them, as alfo fome old

corn, of which they made a fupper. They
frequently
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frequently killed deer, and by that means-

fupplied the company with meat, being al-

moft the only provifions they ate, as the flour

they took with them was expended.
4th. The path they travelled this morning

was but little trodden, which made it diffi-

cult for thofe, who were not acquainted with

the woods, to keep in it. They crofied a

creek, made up a large fire to warm them-
felves by, and then feparated into two com-
panies, the one taking the Weftward Fatb,

with whom were Thomas Peart, Jofeph Gil-

bert, Benjamin Gilbert, jun. and Jefle Gil-

bert’s wife Sarah ; the others went more to

the north, over rich level land. When even-

ing came, inquiry was made concerning the

four captives who were taken in the Weft-
ward Path, and they were told, that “ Thefe
“ were killed and fcalped, and you may ex-

pefl the fame fate to night.” * Andrew
Harrigar was fo terrified at the threat, that

he refolved upon leaving them, and as foon as

it was dark, took a kettle with pretence of
bringing fome water, and made his efcape

under favour of the night : he was fought af-

ter by the Indians as foon as they obferved

him to be miffing.

* Andrew Harrigar endured many Rardflilps In the
woods, and at length returned to the fettlements, and
gave the firlt authentic intelligence of Benjamin Gilbert
and his family to their friends.

5th,
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5th. -In the morning the Indians returned 5

their fearch for Andrew Harrigar being hap-
pily for him unfuccefsful ; the prifoners who
remained, were therefore treated with great

feverity on account of his efcape, and were

often accufed of being privy to his defign.

Captain Rowland Montcur carried his refent-

ment fo far, that he threw Jeffe Gilbert down,
and lifted his tomahawk to ftrike him, which
the mother prevented, by putting her head on
his forehead, befeeching him to fpare her fon ;

this fo enraged him, that he turned round,

kicked her over, and tied them both by their

necks to a tree, where they remained until

his fury was a little abated ; he then loofed

them, and not long after bid them pack up
and go forwards. They paffed through a
large pine fwamp, and about noon reached
one of the Kittareen towns, which was defo-

lated. Not far from this town, on the fum-
mit of a mountain, there iffues a large fpring,

forming a very confiderable fall, and runs
very rapidly in an irregular winding ftream

down the mountain’s lides. They left this

place, and took up their lodging in a deferred

wigwam covered with bark, which had form-
erly been part of the Shipquagas.

6th, 7th, 8th. They continued thefe three

days in the neighbourhood of thefe villages,

which had been deferred upon General Sulli-

van’s approach. Here they lived well, hav-

ing,
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ing, in addition to their ufual bill of fare,

plenty of turnips and potatoes, which had
remained in the ground, unnoticed by the

army. This place was the hunting ground of
the Shipquagas ; and whenever their induftry

prompted them to go out a hunting, they had
no difficulty to procure as many deer as they
defired.

Roafl and boiled meat, with vegetables,

afforded them plentiful meals j they alfo

caught a wild turkey, and fome fifh, called

fuckers. Their manner of catching fifh, was,

to fharpen a flick, and watch along the rivers

until a fifh came near them, when they fud-

denly pierced him with the flick, and brought
him out of the water.

Here were a number of colts, fome of them
were taken, and the prifoners ordered to

manage them, which was not eafily done.

9th. When they renewed their march, they

placed the mother upon a horfe that feemed
dangerous to ride, but fhe was preferved from
any injury. In this day’s journey they came
to Meadow Ground, where they ftaid the

night, the men being confined as before re-

lated, and the negroes lay near them for a

guard.

loth. A wet fwamp, that.was very trouble-

fome, lay in their road ; after which they had
to pafs a rugged mountain, where there was

no path. The underbrufh made it hard labour

for
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for the women to travel ; but no excufe

would avail with their fevere mailers, and

they were compelled to keep up with the

Indians, however great the fatigue ; when
they had pafled it, they tarried a while for

the negroes who had lagged behind, having

fufEcient employ to attend to the colts that

carried the plunder. When all the company
met together, they agreed to rendezvous in

an adjoining fwamp.
nth. A long reach of favannas and low

ground rendered this day’s route very fa-

tiguing and painful, efpecially to the women i

Elizabeth Peart’s hufband not being allow-

ed to relieve her by carrying the child, her

fpirits and ftrength were fo exhaufted that

Ihe was ready to faint ; the Indian, under
whofe care Ihe was, obferving her diftrefs,

gave her a violent blow. When we compare
the temper and culloms of thefe people, with
thofe of our own colour, how much caufe

have we to be thankful for the fuperiority

we derive from the bleffings of civilization.

It might truly be faid, days of bitter for-

row, and v^^earifome nights, were appointed
the unhappy captives,

12th. Their provilions-began to growfcant,
having pafled the hunting grounds : the

want of proper food to fupport them, which
might render them more capable of enduring

their daily fatigue, was a heavy trial, and
was
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was much increafed by their confinement s£

night. Elizabeth Gilbert was reduced fo
low, that fhe travelled in great pain all this

day, riding on horfeback in the morning,
but towards evening fhe was ordered to
alight, and walk up a hill they had to af-

cend ; the pain fhe fuffered, together with
want of food, lb overcame her, that Ihe was
feized with a chill : the Indians adminiftered

fome flour and water boiled, which afforded

her fome relief.

13th. Laft night’s medicine being repeat-

ed, they continued their march, and after a
long walk, were fo effe<5tually worn down,
that they halted. The pilot, John Hufton,
the elder, took Abner Gilbert with him, (as

they could make more expedition than the

reft) to procure a fupply of provifions to

relieve their neceflity.

14th. The mother had fuffered fo much,
that two of her children were obliged to lead

her. Before noon they came to Canadofago,
where they met with Benjamin Gilbert, jun.

and Jelfe Gilbert’s wife Sarah, two of the

four who had been feparted from them ten

days paft, and taken along the Weftern Path ;

this meeting afforded them great fatisfaftion j

the doubt and uncertainty of their lives be-

ing fpared often diffrefling their affeflionate

relations.

John Huffon, jun. the Indian, under whofe
care Benjamin Gilbert was placed, defigning:

to
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to difpatch him, painted him black ; this ex-

ceedingly terrified the family, but no intreaties

of theirs being likely to prevail, they refigned

their caufe to him whofe power can controul

all events. Wearied with their weaknefs

and travelling, they made a flop to recover

themfelves, when the pilot returning, alTu-

red them they Ihould foon receive fome pro-

vifions. The negroes were reduced fo low
with hunger, that their behaviour was diffe-

rent from what it had been, conducing with

more moderation. At their quarters in the

evening, two white men came to them, one
of which was a volunteer amongft the Britifh,

the other had been taken a prifoner fome time
before j thefe two men brought fome hom-
mony, and fugar made from the fweet maple,
the fap being boiled to a confiftency, and is

but a little inferior to the fugar imported
from the iflands : of this provifion, and an
hedge-hog which they found, they made a

more comfortable fupper than they had en-
joyed for many days.

1 5th. In the morning the volunteer having
received information of the rough treatment
the prifoners met with from the negroes, re-

lieved them, by taking the four blacks under
his care. It was not without much difficulty

they croffed a large creek which was in their

way, being obliged to fwim the horfes over
it. Benjamin Gilbert began to fail j the

Indian,
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Indian, whofe property he was, highly irri-

tated at his want of ftrength, put a rope
about his neck, • leading him along with it

;

fatigue at laft fo overcame him, that he fell

on the ground, when the Indian pulled the

rope fo hard, that he almoft choaked him ;

his wife feeing this, refolutely interceded for

him, although the Indians bid her go for-

wards, as the others had gone on before

them ; this llie refufed to comply with, un-
lefs her hufband might be permitted to ac-

company her ; they replied, “ That they

were determined to kill the old man,”
having before this fet him apart as a vic-

tim : but at length her intreaties prevailed,

and their hearts were turned from their cruel

purpofe. Had not an over-ruling providence

preserved him from their fury, he would in-

evitably have periihed, as the Indians feldom
fhew mercy to thofe whom they devote to

death, which, as has been before obferved,

was the cafe with Benjamin Gilbert, whom
|

they had fmeared with black paint from this I

motive. When their anger was a little mo- i

derated, they fet forwards to overtake the

reft of the company ; their relations, who
I

had been eye-witneffes of the former part of
this fcene of cruelty, and expefted they

would both have been murdered, rejoiced

greatly at their return, confidering their fafety

as a providential deliverance,

i6th.
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1 6th. Neceflity induced two of the Indians

to fet off on horfeback, into the Seneca

country, in fearch of provifions. The pri-

foners, in the mean time, w^ere ordered to

dig up a root, fomething refembling pota-

toes, which the Indians call whoppanies.

They tarried at this place until towards the

evening of the fucceeding day, and made a

foup of wild onions and turnip-tops ; this

they eat without bread or fait j it could not

therefore afford fufficient fuftenance, either

for young or old ; their food being fo very

light, their ftrength daily wafted.

lyth. They left this place, and croffed the

Genefee river, (which empties its waters into

lake Ontario) on a raft of logs, bound toge-

ther by hickory withes j this appeared to be
a dangerous method of ferrying them over

fuch a river, to thofe who had been unac-
cuftomed to fuch conveyances. They fixed

their ftation near the Genefee banks, and
procured more of the wild potatoe roots be-
fore-mentioned for their fupper.

1 8th. One of the Indians left the com-
pany, taking with him the fineft horfe they
had, and in fome hours after returned with
a large piece of meat, ordering-the captives
to boil it i this command they cheerfully

performed, anxioufly watching the kettle,

frelh meat being a rarity which they had not
eat for a long time ; the Indians, when it

was
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was fufficiently boiled, diftributed to each
one a piece, eating Sparingly themfelves.

The prifoners made their repaft without
bread or fait, and eat with a good relifli,

what they fuppofed to be frelh beef, but
underftood it was horfe-flefli.

A Ihrill halloo, which they heard, gave the

prifoners fome uneafinefs j one of the Indians

immediately rode to examine the caufe, and
found it was Capt. Rowland Monteur, and
his brother John’s wife, with fome other In-

dians, who were feeking them with provi-

fion. The remainder of the company foon

reached them, and they divided fome bread,

which they had brought, into fmall pieces,

according to the number of the company.
Here is a large extent of rich farming

land, remarkable for its levelnefs and beauti-

ful meadows. The country is fo flat, that

there are no falls in the rivers, and the waters

run flow and deep j and whenever fliowers

defcend, they continue a long time muddied.

The captain and his company had brought

with them cakes of hommony, and Indian

corn } of this they made a good meal. He
appeared pleafed to fee the prifoners, having

been abfent from them feveral days, and or-

dered them all round to lhake hands with

him. From him they received information

refpefting Jofeph Gilbert and Thomas Peart,

who were feparated from the others on the 4th

inftant.
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inftant, that they had arrived at the Indian

fettlements, fome time, in fafety.

The company ftaid the night at this place.

One of the Indians refufed to fufFer any of
them to come near his fire, or converfe with

the prifoner, who in the diftribution had fallen

to him.
19th. Pounding hommony was this day’s

employment, the weather being warm made
it a hard tafkj they boiled and prepared it

for fupper, the Indians fetting down to eat

firft, and when they had concluded their

meal, they wiped the fpoon on the foal of

their mockafoons, and then gave it to the

captives: hunger alone could prevail on any
one to eat after fuch filth and naftinefs.

20th. Elizabeth Gilbert, the mother, be-
ing obliged to ride alone, miffed the path,

for which the Indians repeatedly (truck her.

Their route (till continued through rich

meadow. After wandering for a time out of
the direct path, they came to an Indian town,
and obtained the necefl'ary information to

purfue their journey : the Indians ran out of
their huts to fee the prifoners, and to partake

of the plunder, but no part of it luited tnem.
Being directed to travel the path back again,

for a (hort diftance, they did fo, and then
ftruck into another, and went on until night,

by which time they were very hungry, not
having eat fince morning; the kettle was

B again
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again fet on the fire for hommony, this be--

ing their only food.

aift. The report of a morning-gun fromi

Niagara, which they heard, contributed toi

xaife their hopes, they rejoiced at being fo i

near. An Indian was difpatched on horfe-

back, to procure provifions from the fort.

Elizabeth Gilbert could not walk as faft as

the reft, (he was therefore fent forwards on

foot, but was foon overtaken, and left be-

hind, the reft being obliged by the Indians

to go on without regarding her. She would
have been greatly perplexed, when Ihe came
to a divifion-path, had not her hufband lain

a branch acrofs the path which would have

led her wrong: an affedling inftance of both

ingenuity and tendernefs. She met feveral

Indians, who pafled by without fpeaking to

her.

An Indian belonging to the company, who
was on the horfe Elizabeth Gilbert had rode,

overtook her, and, as he went on flowly, con-

verfing with her, endeavoured to alarm her,

by faying, that (he would be left behind, and

perifh in the woods j yet, notwithftanding

this, his heart was fo foftened before he had

gone any great diftance from her, that he

alighted from the horfe and left him, that

file might be able to reach the reft of the

company. The more ferioufly Ihe confidered

this, the more it appeared to her to be a

convincing
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convincing inftance of ihe over-ruling pro-

teftion of him, who can “ turn the heart of

man, as the hufbandman turneth the water-

courfe in his field.”

aid. As the Indians approached nearer their

habitations, they frequently repeated their

halloos, and after fome time, they received

an anfwer in the fame manner, which alarmed

the company much j but they foon difcovcred

it to proceed from a party ofWhites and In-

dians, who Were on fome expedition, though
their pretence was, that they were for New-
York. Not long after parting with thcfe,

the captain’s wife came to them; fhe was
daughter to Siangorochti, king of the Sene-

cas, but her mother being a Cayuga, fhe

was ranked among that nation, the children

generally reckoning their defcent from the

mother’s fide. This princefs was attended

by the captain’s brother, John, one other In-

dian, and a white prifoner, who had been
taken at Wyoming by Rowland Monteur;
fhe was dreffed altogether in the Indian man-
ner,fhinirig with gold lace and filver baubles!

they brought with them from the fort a fup-

ply ofprovifions. The captain being at a dif-

tance behind, when his wife came, the com-
pany waited, for him. After the cuftomary
falutations, he addrefled himfelf to his wife,

telling her that Rebecca was her daughter,

and that Ihe muft not be induced, by any
B 2 confideration.
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confideratlon, to part with her; whereupon
fhe took a filver ring off her finger, and put
it upon Rebecca, by which fhe was adopted
as her daughter.

They feafted upon the provifions that were
brought, for they had been for feveral days

before pinched with hunger, what fuftenance

they could procure not being fufficient to

fupport nature.

2jd. Their fpirits were in fome degree re-

vived, by the enjoyment of plenty, added to

the pleafing hope of fome favourable event

procuring their releafement, as they were not

far diftant from Niagara.

The Indians proceeded on their journey,

and continued whooping in the moft frightful

manner. In this day’s route they met ano-

thercompanyofIndians,who compelled Ben-

jamin Gilbert, the elder, to fit on the ground,

and put feveral queftions to him, to which

he gave them the beft anfwers he could j they

then took his hat from him, and went off.

Going through a fmall town, near Niagara,

an Indian woman came out of one of the

huts, and ftruck each of the captives a blow.

Notlongafter their departure from thisplace,

Jefle, Rebecca, and their mother, were de-

tained until the others had got out of their

fight, when the mother was ordered to pulh

on; and as ftie had to go by herfelf, fhe was

much perplexed what courfe to take, as there

was
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was no path by which Ihe Could bedirecfled?

in this dilemma, Ihe concluded to keep as

ftraight forward as poffible, and after fome
fpace of time, Ihe had the fatisfaCtion of

overtaking the others. The pilot then made
a Ihort ftay, that thofe who were behind

might come up, and the captain handed fome
rum round, giving each a dram, except the

two old folks, whom they did not confider

worthy of this notice. Here the captain,

who had the chief direction, painted Abner,
Jefle, Rebecca, and Elizabeth Gilbert, jun.

and prefented each with a belt of wampum,
as a token of theirbeing received into favour,

althougn they took from them all their hats

and bonnets, except Rebecca’s.

The prifoners were releafed from the heavy
loads they had heretofore been compelled to

carry, and was it not for the treatment they

expected on their approaching the Indian
towns, and the hardlhip of a feparation,

their fituation would have been tolerable j.

but the horror of their minds, arifing from
the dreadful yells of the Indians, as they ap-

proached the hamlets, is eafier conceived
than defcribed, for they were no ftrangers to
the cuftomary cruelty exercifed upon cap-
tives on entering their towns : the Indians,

men, women, and children, colleCt together,

bringing clubs and Itones, in order to beat

them, which they ufually do with great feve-

B 3 rity.
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rity, by way of revenge for their relations

who have been flain; this is performed im-
mediately upon their entering the village

where the warriors refide ; this treatment

cannot be avoided, and the blows, however
cruel, muft be borne without complaint, and
the prifoners are forely beaten, until their

enemies are wearied with the cruel fport.

Their fufFerings were in this cafe very great,

they received feveral wounds, and two of
the women, who were on horfeback, were
much bruifed by falling from their horfes,

which were frightened by the Indians. Eli-

zabeth, the mother, took fhelter by the fide

ofone of them, but upon his obferving that

Ihe met with fome favour upon his account,

he fent her away-, Ihe then received feveral

violent blow's, fo that fhe was almoft dif-

abled. The blood trickled from their heads

in aftream, their hair being croptclofe, and
the cloaths they had on, in rags, made their

fituation truly piteous: whilft they were in-

flifting this revenge upon the captives, the

king came, and put a flop to any further

cruelty, by telling them, “ It was fulBcient,”

which they immediately attended to.

Benjamin Gilbert, and Elizabeth his wife,

Jefle Gilbert, and his wife, were ordered to

Captain Rowland Monteur’s houfe the wo-
men belonging to it were kind to them, and

gave them fomething to eat; Sarah Gilbert, -

Jeffe’s

I
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Jeffe’s wife, was taken from them by three

women, in order to be placed in the family

Ihe was to be adopted by.

Two officers from Niagara Fort, Captains

Dace and Powel, came to fee the prifoners,

and prevent (as they were informed) any
abufe that might be given them; Benjamin
Gilbert informed thefe officers, that he was
appreheniive they were in great danger of
being murdered, upon which they promifecJ

him they would fend a boat the next day, ta
bring them to Niagara.

24th, Notwithftanding the kind intention

of the officers, they did not derive the ex-

pedted advantage from it, for the Indians in-

lifted on their going to the fort on foot, al-

though the bruifes they had received the day
before, from the many fevere blows given

them, rendered their journey on foot very

diftreffing} but Captain Monteur obftinate-

ly perfifting, they dared not long remonftrate,.

or refufe.

When they left the Indian town, feveral

iffued from their hues after them, with fticks-

in their hands, yelling and fcreeching in a

mbft diliTial manner; but throueth the inter-

pofition of four Indian women, who had
come with the captives, to prevent any fur-

ther abufe they might receive, they were
preferved : one of them walking between
Benjamin Gilbert and his wife, led them,.

B 4 and
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and defired Jeffe to keep as near them as he
could } the other three walked behind, and
prevailed with the young Indians to defift.

They had not piirfued their route long, be-
fore they faw Captain John Powel, who
came frorri his boat, and perfuaded (though
with fome difficulty) the Indians to get into

it, .with the captives, which relieved them
from the apprehenfions of further danger.

After reaching the fort. Captain Powel in-

troduced them to Col.Guy Johnfon, and Col.'

Butler, who aiked the prifoners many quef-

tions, in the prefence of the Indians. They
prefented the Captain with a belt of wam-
pum, which is a conftant praftice among
them, when they intend a ratification of the

peace. Before their connexion with Euro-
peans, thefe belts were made of ffiells, found
on the coafts ofNew-England and Virginia,

which were fawed out into beads of an ob-
long ffiape, about a quarter of an inch long,

which, when ftrung together on leathern

firings, and thefe firings faflened with fine

threads made of finews, compofe what is

called a belt of wampum: but fince the

whites have gained footing among them,
they make ufe of the common glafs beads

for this purpofe.

The Indians, according to their ufual cuf-

tom and ceremony, at three feparate times,

ordered the prifoners to fhake hands with

Col. Johnfon,
ayth.
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25th. Benjamin Gilbert, Elizabeth his

wife, and Jeffe Gilbert, were furrendered to

Col. Johnfon: this deliverance from fuch
fcenes of diftrefs, as they had become ac-

quainted with, gave them a more free op-
portunity of clofe refleftion than heretofore.

The many forrowful days and nights they

had palled, the painful anxiety attendant on
their frequent reparation from each otlier,

and the uncertainty of the fate of the reft

of their family, overwhelmed them with
grief.

26 th. Expreffion is too weak to defcribe

their diftrefs, on leaving their children with

thefe hard mafters; they were not unac-
quainted with many of the difficulties, to

which they would neceflarily be expofed in a

refidence amongft Indians, and the lofs which
the young people would fuftain, for want of
a civilized and Chriftian education.

27th. In this defponding fituation, the
kindnefs of fympathy was awakened in one
of the Indian women, who even forgot her

prejudices, and wiped away the tears which
trickled down Elizabeth Gilbert’s cheeks.

The particular attention of Col. Johnfon’s

houfekeeper to them, froqi a commiferation

of their diftrefs, claims their remembrance

:

Benjamin, his wife, and Jeffe Gilbert, were

invited to her houfe, where Ihe not only

gave the old folks her beft room, but ad-

B 5 miniftered
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miniftered to their neceflities, and endea-
voured to footh' their forrows.

Jeffe Gilbert was favoured to get employ,
•which, as it was fome alleviation of his

misfortunes, may be confidered as a provi-
dential kindnefs.

28th. A few days after they came to the

fort, they had information that Benjamin
Peart was by the river fide with the Indians;

upon hearing this report, his mother went
to i'ee him, but every attempt for his re-

leafe was in vain, the Indians would by no
means give him up. From this place they
intended to march with their prifoner to the

Genefee River, about an hundred miles dif-

tance. As the alfedlionate mother’s felicita-

tions proved fruitlefs, her fon not only felt

the afflifting lofsof his wife and child, from
whom he had been torn fome time before,

but a renewal of his grief, on this fhort fight

of his parent: fhe procured him a hat, and
alfo fome fait, which was an acceptable bur-

den for the journey.

Benjamin Gilbert, converfing with the In-

dian Captain who made them captives,obferv-

cd that he might fay what none of the other

Indians could, “ That he had brought in the

oldelt man, and the youngeft child;” his

reply to this was expreflive; “ It was not I,

but the great God who brought you
“ through, for we were determined to kill

you, but were prevented.”
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TheBritlfh officers being acquainted that

JefTe Gilbert’s wife was among the Indians,

with great tendernefs agreed to feek her out,

and after a diligent inquiry, found that fhe

was among the Delawaresi they went to them,

and endeavoured to agree upon terms for

her releafement; the Indians brought her to

the fort the next day, but would not give

her up to her relations.

29th. As the cabins of the Indians were
but two miles from the fort, they went thi-

ther, and Jefle and the officers ufed every

argument in their power to prevail upon
them, reprefenting how hard it was to part

thefe two young people
;
at length they con-

fen ted to bring her in next day, with their

whole tribe, for a final releafe.

30th. They accordingly came, but ftarted

fo many objeclions, that ffie was obliged to

return with them.
31ft. Early next morning Capt. Robefon

generoufly undertook to procure her liberty,

v/hich, after much attention and folicitude,

he, together with Lieutenant Hillyard, hap-
pily accompliffied. They gave the Indians

feverai fmall prefents, and gave them thirty

pounds as a ranfom.

When Sarah Gilbert had obtained her li-

berty, ffie altered her drefs more in charadler

for her fex,- than ffie had been able to do
whilft amongft the Indians, and went to her

B 6 huiband
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hufliand and parents at Col. Johnfon’s, where
flie was joyfully receiyed.

Col. Johnfon’s houfekeeper continued hef
kiad attentions to them, during their ftay

here, and procured clothing for them from :

the king’s ftores.

6th Month, ift. About this time the Se-

necas, among whom Elizabeth Peart was
captive, brought her with them to the fort;

as foon as the mother heard of it, flie went to

her, and had fome converfation with her, but

could not learn where (he was to be fent to ;

fhe then inquired of the interpreter, and pref-

fed on his friendfhip, to learn what was to

become ofher daughter ; this requeft he com-
plied with, and informed hei that die was to

be given away to another family of the Se-

necas, and adopted among them, in the place

of a deceafed relation. Capt.Powel interefted

himfelf in her cafe likewife, and offered to

purchafe her of them, but the Indians re-

fufed to give her up; and as the mother and
daughter expedled they (hould fee each other

no more, their parting was very affefling.

The Indian woman who had adopted Re-
becca as her daughter, came alfo to the fort,

and Elizabeth Gilbert made ufe of this op-
portunity to inquire concerning her daugh-
ter; the interpreter informed her, there was
no probability of obtaining the enlargement
ofher child, as the Indians would not part

with
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with her: all flae could do, was, to recom-
mend her to their notice, as very weakly, and

of confequence not able to endure much
fatigue.

. ad. and 3d. Not many days aftef their ar-

rival at Niagara, a veflel came up Lake On-
tario to the fort, with orders for the prifoners

to go to Montreal. In this veffel came one

Capt. Brant, an Indian chief, high in rank

amongft them. Elizabeth Gilbert imme-
diately applied herfelf to foiicit and interefl;

him on behalf of her children, who yet re-

mained in captivity 5 he readily promifed her

to ufe his endeavours to procure their liberty,

A fhort time before they failed for Montreal,

they received accounts of Abner and Eliza-

beth Gilbert the younger, but it was alfo un-
derftood that their polTelTors were not dif-

pofed to give them up. As the profpcifl of
obtaining the releafe of their children was
fo very difcouraging, it was no alleviation to

' their diftrefs, to be removed to Montreal,
where, in all probability, they would feldorn

be able to gain any information refpedting

them ; on which account they were very foli-

citous to ftay at Niagara, but the Colonel faid.

they could not remain there, unlefs the fon

would enter into the king’s fervicp; this

could not be confented to, therefore they

chofe to fubmit to every calamity which
might be permitted to befal them, and con-

fide in the great controller of events.

Here
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Here they became acquainted with one
Jeffe Pawling, from Pennfylvania, who was
an officer among the Britiffi, and behaved
with kindnefs and refpeft to the prifoners,

which induced them to requeft his attention

alfo to that part of the family remaining in

captivity; it appeared to them of fome con-
fequence to gain an additional friend. The
Colonel alfo gave his promife to exert him-
felf on their behalf.

After continuing ten days at Col. John-
fon’s, they took boat in the forenoon of the

2(1, being the 6th day of the week, and crofled

the river Niagara, in-order to go on board the

veflel, which lay in Lake Ontario, for Mon-
treal. The officers procured neceffarics for

their voyage in great plenty, and they were
alfo furniffied with orders to draw more at

certain places, as they might have occafion:

thefe civilities may appear to many to be too

trivial to be mentioned in this narrative;

but thofe who have been in equal diftrefs;

will not be infenfible of their value.

4th. The veffel failed down the Lake on
the fixth day of the week, and on firft-day

following, being the fourth day of the fixth

month, 1780, came to Carlton Ifland, where
there were fuch a number of fmall boats,

which brought provifions, that it had the ap-

pearance of a fleet. Benjamin Gilbert and

Jeffe went on Ihore to obtain leave from
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the commanding officer to go to Montreal
in the fmall boats, as the veffel they came
in could proceed no further: they met with

a kind reception, and their requeft was
granted.

5th. On fecond day following, they left

Carlton Ifland, which lies at the mouth of

Lake Ontario, and took their paffage in open
boats down the river St. Laurence, and pafled

a number of fmall iflands. There is a rapid

defcent in the waters of this river, which ap-

pears dangerous to thofe unacquainted with

thefe kind of falls. The Frenchmen, who
rowed the boats, kept them near the fhore,

and pafled without much difficulty between
the rocks.

6th, yth, and 8th. Benjamin Gilbert had
been much indifpofed before they left the

fort, and his diforder was increafed by a rain

which fell on their paflTage, as they were with-

out any covering. They paflTed Ofwagatchy,
an Englilh garrifon, by the fide of the river,

but they were not permitted to flop here j

they proceeded down the St. Laurence, and
the rain continuing, went on Ihore on an
ifland, in order to fecure themfelves from the

weather : here they made a Ihelter for Ben-
jamin Gilbert, and when the rain ceafed, a

place was prepared for him in the boat, that

he might lie down with more eafe. His bo-
dily weaknefs made fuch rapid progrefs, that

it
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wife neceffar^} and likewife called forth all

her fortitude j fhe fupported him in her arms,
affording every pofTible relief to mitigate his

extreme pains: and although in this diftfef-

fed condition, he, notwithftanding, gave a
fatisfaftory evidence of the virtue and power
of a patient and holy refignation, which can
difarm the king of terrors, and receive him
as a welcome meflenger. Thus prepared, he
paffed from this ftate ofprobation, the eighth
day of the fixth month, 1780, in the even-
ing, leaving his wife and two children, who
were with him, in all the anxiety of deep
diftrefs, although they had no doubt, but
that their lofs was his everlafting gain. Be-
ing without a light in the boat, the dark-

nefs of the night added not a little to their

melancholy fituation. As there were not any
others with Elizabeth Gilbert but her chil-

dren, and the four Frenchmen who managed
the boat, and her apprehenfions alarmed her,

left they fliould throw the corpfe overboard,

as they appeared to be an unfeeling com-
pany; fhe therefore applied to fome Britifh

officers who were in a boat behind them,

who difpelled her fears, and received her

under their protedlion.

9th. In the morning they paffed the garri-

fon of Coeur de Lac, and waited for fome
confiderable time a fmall diftance below it.

'Squire
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’Squire Campbell, who had the charge of the

prifoners, when he heard of Benjamin Gil-

bert’s deceafe, fent JelTe to the commandant
of this garrifon to get a coffin, in which they

put thecorpfe, and very haftily interred him
under an oak nor far from the fort. The
boat-men would not allow his widow to pay
the laft tribute to his memory, but, regardlefs

of her affliftion, refufed to wait; herdiftrefs

on this occalion was great indeed, but being
fenfible that it was her duty to fubmit to the

dilpenfations of an over-ruling providence,

which are all ordered in wifdom, ffie endea-

voured to fupport herfelf under her afflic-

tions, and proceeded with the boat-men.
Near this place they palTed by a grift-mill,

which is maintained by a ftone wing extend-

ed into the river St. Laurence; the ftream

being very rapid, acquires a force fufficient

to turn the wheel, without the further ex-
pence of a dam.
The current carried their boat forwards

with amazing rapidity, and the falls became
fo dangerous, that the boats could proceed
no further; they therefore landed in the even-
ing, and went to the commanding officer of
fort Lafheen to requeft a lodging, but the

houfes in the garrifon were fo crowded, that

it was with difficulty they obtained a fmall

room belonging to the boat-builders to retire

to, and here they flowed themfelves with,

ten others.

lOth. The
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loth. The garrifon of Lafheen is on the
ifle of Jefu, on which the town of Montreal
ftands, about the diftance of nine miles j

hither our travellers had to go by land, and
as they were entirely unacquainted with the
road, they took the advantage of an empty
cart (which was going to the town) for the
women to ride in.

The land in this neighbourhood is very

ftoney, and the foil thin; the cattle fmall,

and ill-favoured.

When they arrived at Montreal, they were
introduced to Brigadier General M’Clean,
who after examining them, fent them to one
Duquefne, an officer amongft the loyalifts,

who being from home, they were defired to

wait in the yard until he came; this want of
politenefs gave them no favourable impref-

lions of the inafter of the houfej when he
returned he read their pafs, and gave Jeffe

an order for three days proviiions.

Daniel M’Ulphin received them into his

houfe ; by him they were treated with great

kindnefs, and the women continued at his

houfe, and worked five weeks for him.

Jeffe Gilbert met with employ at I'homas
Bufby’s, where he lived very agreeably for

the fpace of nine months.

Elizabeth Gilbert had the fatisfadlion of an

eai'y employ at Adam Scott’s, merchant, hav-

ing the fuperintendance of his kitchen; but
about
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about fix weeks after fhe engaged in his fer-

vice, Jeffe’s wife Sarah was taken fick at

Thomas Bufby’s, which made it neceflary for

her mother to difengage herfelffrom the place

where flie was fo agreeably fituated, in order

to nurfe her. Thefe three were favoured to

be confidered as the king’s prifoners, having

rations allowed them ; this afliftance was
very comfortable j but Elizabeth’s name be-

ing erafedout of the lift at a time when they

needed an additional fupply, they were much
ftraightened : upon an application to one Col.
Campbell, he, together with ’Squire Camp-
bell, took down a fhort account of her fuf-

ferings and fituation, and after preparing a

concife narrative, they applied to the Briga-

dier General, to forward it to General Hal-
dimand at Quebec, defiring his attention to

the fufferers, who fpeedily ilTued his orders

that the releafement of the family Ihould

be procured, with particular injuniftions for

every garrifon to furnilh them with necefla-

ries as they came down.
As foon as Sarah Gilbert recovered from

her indifpofition, her mother returned to

Adam Scott’s family.

Thomas Gomerfom hearing of their fitua-

tion, came to fee them ; he was educated a

Quaker, and had been a merchant of New-
York, and travelled with Robert vValker in

his religious vifitsj but,,upon the commence-
ment
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ment of the war, had deviated from his

former principles, and had loft all the ap-

pearance of a friend, wearing a fword : he

behaved with refped: to the prifoners, and
made Elizabeth a prefent.

The particular attention ofCol. Clofs, and

the care he ftiewed by writing to Niagara,

on behalf of the captives, as he was entirely

a ftranger to her, is remembered with gra-

titude.

As there was an opportunity of hearing

from Niagara, it gave them great pleafure

to be informed that Elizabeth Gilbert was
amongft the white people, Ihe having ob-
tained her releafe from the Indians, prior to

the others.

Sarah Gilbert, wife of Jefle, becoming a

mother, Elizabeth left the fervice fhe was
engaged in, Jeffe having taken a houfe, that

Ihe might give her daughter every neceftary

attendance; and in order to make their fitu-

ation as comfortable as poffible, they took a

.child to nurie, which added a little to their

income. After this, Elizabeth Gilbert hired

herfelf to iron a day for Adam Scott; whilft

lire was at her work, a little girl belonging
to the houfe, acquainted her that there were
fome who wanted to fee her, and, upon en-

tering into the room, fhe found fix of her

children; the joy and furprife fire felt on
this occafion were beyond what we fhall

attempt
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attempt to defcribe. A meffenger was fent

to inform Jeffe and his*wife, that Jofeph Gil-

bert, Benjamin Peart, Elizabeth his wife,

and young child, Abner and Elizabeth Gil-

bert the younger, were with their mother.

It muft afford very pleafing refledlions to any
affeftionate difpofition, to dwell a while on
this fcene, that after a captivity of upwards
of fourteen months, fo happy a rneeting

Ihould take place.

Thomas Peart, who had obtained his li-

berty, and tarried at Niagara., that he might
be of fervice to the two yet remaining in

captivity, viz. Benjamin Gilbert, jun. and
Rebecca Gilbert.

Abigail Dodfon, the daughter of a neigh-

bouring farmer, who was taken with them,
'having inadvertently informed the Indians

fhe was not of the Gilbert family, all at-

tempts for her liberty were fruitlefs.

We fhall now proceed to relate how Jofeph
Gilbert, the eldeft fon of the deceafed, fared

amongft the Indians : he, with Thomas
Peart, Benjamin Gilbert, jun. and Jeffe Gil-

bert’s wife Sarah, were taken along the Weft-
ward Path, as before related ; after fome Ihort

continuance in this path, Thomas Peart and
Jofeph Gilbert were taken from the other

two, and by a different route, through many
difficulties, they were brought to Caracadera,

where they received the infults of the women
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and children, whofe hufbands or parents had
fallen in their hoftile excurfions.

Jofeph Gilbert was feparated from his

companion, and removed to an Indian villa,

called Nundow, about feven miles from
Caracaderaj his refidence was, for feveral

weeks, in the king’s family, whofe hamlet
was fuperior to the other fmall huts. The
king himfelf brought him fome hommony,
and treated him with great civility, intending

his adoption into the family, in the place of
one of his Ions, who was flain when General

Sullivan drove them from their habitations.

As Nundow was not to be the place of

his abode, his quarters were foon changed,

and he was taken back to Caracadera; but

his weaknefs of body was fo great, that he

was two days accomplilhing this journey,

which was only feven miles, and not able to

procure any other food than roots and herbs,

the Indian oeconomy leaving them without

any provifions to fubfift on. Here they

adopted him into the family of one of the

king’s fons, informing him, that if he would
marry amongft them, he fhould enjoy the

privileges which they enjoyed; but thispro-

pofal he was not diipofed to comply with ;

and as he was not over anxious to conceal

his diflike to them, the fufferings he under-

went were not alleviated. The manner of

his life differing fo much from what he had
before
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Ijefore been accuftomed to, having to eat the

wild roots and herbs before-mentioned, and

as he had been lame from a child, and fub-

jeft to frequent indifpofitions,it was requifite

for him to pay more attention to his weak
habit of body, than his captors were willing

he fliould. When the mailer of the family

was at home, the refpe<5l he Ihewed to Jofeph,

and his kindnefs to him, rendered his fitua-

tion more tolerable than in his abfence.

Frequently fuffering with hunger, the privi-

lege of a plenteous table appeared to him
as an ineftimable bleffing, which claimed the

warmell devotion of gratitude : in fuch a

diftreffed fituation, the hours rolled over with

a tedioufnefs almoll infupportable, as he had
no agreeable employ to relieve his mind from
the refiedlions of his forrowful captivity

:

this manner of life continued about three

months, and when they could no longer pro-

cure a fupply by their hunting, neceflity

compelled them to go to Niagara Fort for

provifion. The greater number of the In-

dians belonging to Caracadera attended on
this journey, in order to obtain a fupply of
provifions; their want of oeconomy being fo

great, as to have confumed fo early as the

eighth month all they had raifed the laft

year, and the prefent crops unfit to gather:

their profufe manner of ufing their fcant pit-

tance of provifion, generally introducing a

famine.
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famine, after a fhort time of feafting. They
compute the diftance from Caracadera, to

Niagara fort, to be of 130 miles j on this

journey they were upwards of five days,

taking Tome venifon in their route, and feaft-

ing with great greedinefs, as they had been
a long time without meat.

When they reached the fort, they procured
clothing from the king’s ftores for Jofeph
Gilbert, fuch as the Indians ufually wear
themfelves, a match-coat, leggings, &c. His
indifpofition confined him at Col. Johnfon’s

for feveral days, during which time the Bri-

tilh officers endeavoured to agree with the

Indians for his releafement, but they would
not confent. The afflidting account of the

death of his father, which was here commu-
nicated to him, fpread an additional gloom
on his mind. After continuing at the fort

about four weeks, the Indians ordered him
back with them? this was a fore ftroke, to

leave a degree of eafe and plenty, and refume
the hardfhips of an Indian life: with this

uncomfortable profpeft before him, added to

his lamenefs, the journey was toilfome and
painful. They were five days in their return,

and when they arrived, their corn was ripe

for ufej this, with the advantage of hunt-

ing, as the game was in its greateft per-

feftion, furnilhed aprefent comfortable fub-

fiftence.

Jofeph

I
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Jofeph had permiflion to vifit his fellow

captive, Thomas Peart, who was at a fmal!

town of the Indians, about feven miles dif-

tance, called Nundow, to whom he commu-
nicated the forrowful intelligence of their

mother’s widowed fituation.

At the firft approach of fpring, Jofeph
Gilbert and his adopted brother employed
themfelves in procuring rails, and repairing

the fence about the lot of ground they in-

tended to plant with cornj as this part of
preferving the grain was allotted to them,
the planting and culture was afligned to the

women, their hufbandry being altogether

performed by the hoe.

The Indian manner of life was by no means
agreeable to Jofeph Gilbert j their irregula-

rity in their meals was hard for him to bear;

when they had provilions in plenty, they
obferved no plan of domeftic oeconomy, but
indulged their voracious appetites, which,

foon confumed their ftock, and a famine
fucceeded.

In the early part ofthe fixth month, 17 8 r,

their corn was fpent, and they were obliged
to have recourfe again to the wild herbage
and roots, and were fo reduced for want of
provifion, that the Indians having found the
carcafe of a dea4 horfe, they took the meat
and roafted it.

An officer from the fort came down to in-

quire into the fituation of the Indians, upon
' C obferving
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obfcrvmg the low condition Jofeph was in*

rot being likely to continue long without
fome relief, which the officer privately af-

forded, h,e being permitted to frequent his

houfe, he advifed him by flight to endea-

vour an efcape from the Indians, informing
him that he had no other expedient for his

releafej this confirmed him in a tefolutioa

he had for fome time been contemplating,

but his laraenefs and weak habit, for want of
proper fuftenance, .rendered it im,pra<5Hcable

to make fuch an attempt at that time, and it

would require much care and attention to

his own health and ftrengtb, to gather Effi-

cient for fuch an undert^ing.; he therefore

made ufe of the liberty allowed him to vifit

the officer, and partake of his kindnefs and
affiftance, that he might be prepared for the

journey^

Embracing a favourable opportuni ty, when
the men were generally from home, fome in

their war expeditions, and fome out hunt-t

ing, he left them one night whilft the family

flept, and made the beft of his way towards

Niagara fort, following the path, as he Had
once before gone along it. Having a fmall

piece of bread which he took from the hut,

he made a hafty repaft, travelling day and
night, in order to efcape from the further

diftreflfes of captivity. As he neither took

any fleep, or other food by the way than the
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piece of bread mentioned, for the two days

and nights he purfued his journey, he was
much fatigued when he reached the fort, and
he experienced the eiFe£ts for feveral days.

Upon his applying to Col. Johnfon, he was
hofpitably entertained, and the next day faw
three of the Indians whom he had left at the

town when he fet off.

After a few days ftay here, as moft of the

family were difcharged from captivity, and
waiting for a paffagc to Montreal, a vefTel

was fitted to take them on board, in order

to proceed down the lake.

We come next to Benjamin Peart, who
remained the firft night after his arriving at

the Indian huts, with his wife and child, but
was feparated irom them the next day, and
taken about a mile and an half, and pre-

fented to one of the families of the Seneca
nation, and afterwards introduced to one of
their chiefs, who made a long harangue,

^hich Benjamin did not imderftand. The
Indians then gave him to a Squaw, in order

to be received as her adopted child, who
ordered him to a private hut, where the

women wept over him in remembrance of
the relation in whofe ftead he was received s

after this he went with his mother fby adop-
tion) to Niagara river, about two miles

below the great falls, and ftaid here feveral

days, then went to the fort on their way to

C s the
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the Genefee River, where he had the pleafure

of converfing with his mother, and receiving,

information concerning his wife and child j

but even this fatisfaftion was fhort-lived,

for he neither could obtain permifllon to vifit

his wife, nor was he allowed to converfe free-

ly with his mother, as the Indians hurried

him on board their bark canoes, where hav-

ing placed their provifions, they proceeded
with expedition down the Lake to the mouth
of the Genefee River; the computed dif-

tance from the fmall village to the mouth
of the river being one hundred miles, and
from thence up the Genefee to the place of
their deftination, thirty miles; in their paf-

fage up the river they were about five days,

and as the falls in this river near its entrance

into Lake Ontario has made a carrying-

place of about two miles, they dragged
their canoe thisdiftance to the place of boat-

ing above the falls. There were nine Indi-

ans of the party with them. They frequent-

ly caught filh by the way.

It no doubt was a fore afflidion to Benja-

min to be fo far removed from his wife and
child whilft among the Indians

:
patience

and refignation alone could endure it.

When the party arrived at the place of
their defigned fettlement, they foon erefted

a fmall hut or wigwam, and the ground

being rich and level, they began with their

plan-
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plantation of Indian corn.. Two white men
who had been taken prifoners, the one from
Sufquehanna, the ocher from Minifinks, both

in Pennfylvania, lived near his. new fetde-

ment, and were allowed by the Indians to

xife. the horfes, anck plant for themfelves.

Thefe men lightened the toil of Benjamim
Peart’s fervicude, as he was frequently in

their company, and he had the liberty of

doing fomething for himfelf, though without
much fuccefs.

His new habitation, as it was not very

healthy, introduced frefli difficulties, for he
had not continued here long, before he was
afflicted with ficknefs, which preyed upon
him near three months, the Indians repeat-,

edly endeavouring to relieve him by their

knowledge in fimples, but their endeavours
proved inelFcOlual j the approach of the win-
ter feafon afforded the relief fought for.

Their provifion was not very tempting to a

weakly conftitucion, having nothing elfe

than hommony, and but fhort allowance
even of that, infomlich that when his appe-
tite incre^afed, he could not procure food
fufficient to recruit his ftrength. The
company of his brother Thomas Peart, who
vifited him, was a great comfort, and as the

town he lived at was but the diftance of
eighteen miles, they had- frequent opportu-
nities of condoling with each other in their

diftrefs.

C 3 The
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The lodian men being abfent on one of
their war excurfions, and the women em-
ployed in gathering the corn, left Benjamin
Peart much leifure to refleft in folitude.

Towards the beginning of the winter fea-

fon the men returned, and built themfelves
a log houfe for a granary, and then removed
about twenty miles from their fetclement

into the hunting country, and procured a

great variety of game, which they ufually

eat without bread or fait. As he had been
with the Indians for feveraU months, their

language became more familiar to him.

Hunting and feafting after their manner
being their only employ, they foon cleared

the place where they fettled of the game,
which made a lecond removal neceffaiy, and
they are fo accuftomed to this wandering
life, that it becomes their choice.

They fixed up a log hut in this fecond

hunting-place, and continued until the fecond

month, when they returned to their firft fet-

tlement, though their ftay was but a few

days, and then bade again to their log hut.

A heavy rain falling melted fome of the

/now, which had covered the ground about

two feet deep.-

The whole family concluded upon a jour-

ney to Niagara Fort by land, which was

completed in feven days. At the fort he had

the fatistadion of converfing with his bro-

ther



( fS )

'

fHer Thomas Peart, and the fame day Hlsi

wiffe alfo came from Buffalo Creek, with the

Senecas to the fort; this happy meeting,

after an abfence of ten months, drew tears

of joy from them. He made an inquiry

after his- child, as he had neither heard from
it or the mother fince their feparatiort. The
Indians not approving of their converling

much together, as they imagined they would
remember their former fituation, and become
lefs contented with their prefent manner of
life, they feparated’them’agaim the fame day,

and took Benjamin’s- wife about four miles

diftance; but the party with whom' he came,
permitted him to ftay here feveral nights

;

and when the Indians had completed their

purpofe of traffick, they returned, taking

him fome miles back with them to one of
their towns j but upon his telling them he
was defirous of returning to the fort to pro-

cure fomething he had before forgot, in

order fbr his journey, he was permitted. As
he ftaid the night, his adopted brother the
Indian came for him; but upon his com-
plaining that he was fo lame as to pfevenc
his travelling with them, they fuffered hina

to remain behind.

He continued at the fort about two months
before the Indians came back again, and as

he laboured for the white people, he had an
opportunity of procuring fait provifion from

C 4 the
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file king’s ftores, which had been for a long
time a dainty to him.

When ope of the Indians (a fecond adopt-

ed brother) came for him, Benjamin went
with him to Capt. Powel, who with earneft

folicitations, and- forne prefents, prevailed

upon the Indian to fufFer him to ftay until

he returned from his war expedition 5 bub
this was the laft he ever made, as he loft his

life on the frontiers^orNew-York.
After this another Captain (a third adopted i

brother) came to the fort, and when Benja-

min Peart faw him, he applied to Adjutant
Gen. Wilkinfon to intercede for his releafe,

who accordingly waited upon Col. Johnfon
and other officers, to prevail with them- to

exert themfelves on his behalf they con-
cluded to hold a council with the Indians

for this purpofe, who, after fome delibera-

tion, furrendered him up to Col. Johnfon,
for which he gave them a valuable compen-
fation.

Benjarnin Peart, after his releafe, was em-
ployed in Col. Johnfon’s fervice, and conti-

nued with him for feveral months. His
child had been releafed for fome time, and
his wife, by earneft intreaty and plea of fick-

,nefs, had prevailed with the Indians to per-

mit her to ftay at the fort, which proved a

great confolation and comfort after fo long

afeparation.

About
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About the middle of the eighth month
there was preparation made for their pro-

ceeding to Montreal, as by this time there

were fix of the prifoners ready to go in a

{hip which lay in Lake Ontario, whofe names
were Jofeph Gilbert, Benjamin Peart, his

wife and child, Abner Gilbert, and Eliza-

beth Gilbert the younger. Thefe went on
board the veffel to Charlton Ifland, which is

as far as the large veflels they ufe in the lake

can proceed; the remainder of the way (on

account of the frequent fhoals) they are

obliged to go in fmaller boats.

The commanding officer at Niagara pro-

cured a fuitable fupply of provifions, and
furnilhed them with orders to draw more at

the fcveral garrifons, as occafion required.

In two days they arrived at the upper end
of Charlton Ifland, and went to the com-
mander in chief to fhew their pafs, and ob-
tain what they were in need of. Afterwards
they continued on to the garrifon of Ofwa-
^otchy, by the fide of the river St. Lau-
rence, in an open boat rowed by four

Frenchmen, this clafsof people being chiefly

employed in laborious fervices.

The ftream was fo rapid, and full of rocks,

that the prifoners were too much- alarmed to

rerhain in the boat, and concluded to go on
fliore until they paffed the danger; but the

Frenchmen, 'who had been accuftomed to

C 5 thele
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thefe wild and violent rapids (the longed: of
which is known by the name ofthe long Sou)
kept on board. This furprifing fcene con- .

tinned for the diftance of fix miles, and they

viewed it with a degree of horror, their

heads becoming almoft giddy with the pro-

fpe6t. When the boats had (hot the falls,^

they again went on board, and continued
down the river to Cour de Lac. No great

diftance below this they anciiored, and
landed at the place where their father

was interred, fliedding many tears of filial

afFeftion to his memory. They afterwards

applied to the commanding officer of the

garrifon for provifions and other necefiTariesj

they then bid adieu to this folemn fpot of

forrow, and proceeded^ to Lalheen, which
they reached the twenty-fourth day of the

eighth month, having been eight days oa
their voyage.

After rcfrelhing themfelves at this garrifon,,

they fet forward on foot for Montreal, which,

they reached the fame day. They went to.

the Brigadier General, and ffiewed him theic

paflport, and as foon as at liberty, waited oa
their mother at Adam Scott’s, as has beea
already related.

The fituation of Elizabeth Peart, wife of
Benjamin, and her child, is next to be re-;

latcd.

After Ihe and the child were parted; fronn

her hulband, Abigail Dodfon.and the child

wer^
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were taken feyeral miles in the night to i

little hut, where they ftaid till morning, and
tl^e day following were taken within eight

miles of Niagara, where Ihe was adopted
into one of the families of Senecas ; the

ceremony of adoption to her was tedious

and diftrefllng; they obliged her to fit down
with a young man an Indian, and the eldeft

chieftain of the family repeating a jargon of
words to her unintelligible, but which Ihe

confidered^as fome form amongft them of
.marriage, and this apprehenfion introduced

the moll violent agitations, as Ihe was deter-

mined, at all events, to oppofe any ftep of
this nature; but after the old Indian con-

cluded his fpeech, Ihe was relieved* from the

dreadful embarralTment fhe had been under,

as Ihe was led away by another Indian.

Abigail Dodfon was given the fame day
to one of the families of the Cayuga nation^

ib that Elizabeth Peart faw her no more.
The man who led Elizabeth from the

company took her into the family for whom
they adopted her, and introduced her to her

parents, brothers, and lifters, in the Indian

ilile, who received her very kindly, and
made a grievous lamentation over her accord-

ing to cuftom. After Ihe had been with

them two days, the whole family left their

habitation, and went about two miles to

Fort Slulher, where they, ftaid feveral days.

C fr This
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This fort is about one mile above Niagara
Falls.

As flie was much indifpofed, the Indians

were detained feveral days for her I but as

they cared little for her, Ihe was obliged to

lie on the damp ground, which prevented

her fpeedy recovery. As foon as her difor-

der abated of its violence, they fet off in a

bark canoe which th^y had provided, intend-

ing for Buffalo Creek ; and as they went
(lowly, they had an opportunity of taking

fome fifh.

When they arrived at the place of their

intended fettlement, they went on flaore, and
built an houfe.

A few days after they came to this new
fettlement, they returned with Elizabeth to

Fort Slufher, when fhe was told her child

muft be taken away from her ; this was truly

afflifting, but all remonftrances were in vain.

From Fort Slufher fhe travelled on foot,

carrying her child to Niagara, it being eigh-

teen miles, and in fultry weather, rendered

it a painful addition to the thoughts of part-
ing with her tender offspring. The intent

of their journey was to obtain provifions,.

and their flay at the fort was of feveral days

continuance. . Capt. Powel afforded her ap
afylum in his houfe.

The Indians took the child from her, and
went with it acrofs the river to adopt it into

the
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the family they had affigned for it, notwith-

ftanding Capt. Powcl, at his wife’s requeft,

interceded that it might not be removed
from its mother j but as it was fo young,
they returned it to the mother after its adop-

tion, until it Ihould be convenient to fend

it to the family under whofe proteflion it

was to be placed.

Obtaining the provifion ^nd other necelTa-

ries they came to Niagara to trade for, they

returned toFort SlulTier on foot, from whence
they embarked in their canoes. It being

near the time of planting, they ufed iTU!ch

expedition in this journey.

The labour and drudgery in a family fall-

ing to the {hare of the women, Elizabeth had
to afTift the Squaw in preparing the ground,

and planting corn.

Their provifion being fc^nt they fuffered

much, and as their dependance for a I'uffici-

ent fupply until the gathering their crop,

was on what they ftiould receive from tlie

fort, they were under the neceffity of making
a fecond journey thither.

They were two days on the road at this

time. A fmall diftance before they came to

the fort, they took her child from her, and
fent it to its deftined family, and it was feve-

ral months before flie had an opportunity of
feeing it again. After being taken from her

hulband, to lofe her darling infant, was a
fevere
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fevere ftroke : (he lamented her condition,

and wept forely, for which one of the Indians

inhumanly ftruck her. Her Indian father

feemed a little moved to behold her fo dif-

trefled ; and in order to confole her, aflured

her they would bring it back again, but (he

faw it not until the fpring following.

After they had difpofed of their peltries;

they returned to their habitation by the fame
route which they had come.

With a heart oppreffed with forrow, Eliza-

beth trod back her fteps, mourning for her

loft infant; for this idea prefented itfelf con-

tinually to hermindi but as (he experienced

how fruitlefs, nay, how dangerous, folicita-

tions in behalf of her child were, (he dried;

up her tears, and pined in fecret.

Soon after they reached their own habitation,

Elizabeth Peart was again afflided with (ick-

nefs. At the firft they (hewed (bme attention

to her complaints ; but as (he did not fpcedily

recover fo as to be able to work,, they dif-

continued every attention, and built a (mall

hut by the fide of the corn-field, placing her

in it to mind the corn. In this lonely con-
dition (he faw a white man, who had been
made prifoner among the Indians : he inform-

ed her that her child was releafed, and with

the white people ; this information revived;

her drooping fpirits, and a (hort time after

Ihe recovered of her jndifpofition, but her

employment
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employment ftill continued of attending the

corn until it was ripe for gathering, which fhe

aflifted in. When the harveft was over, they

permitted her to return, and live with them.
A time of plenty commenced, and they

lived as if they had fufficient to laft the year

through, faring plenteoufly every day.

A drunken Indian came to the cabin orie

day, and the old Indian woman Complaining
to him of Elizabeth, his behaviour exceed-

ingly terrified her^ he ftormed like a fury,

and at length ftruck her a violent blow,which
laid her on the ground 5 he then began to puli

her about, and ab.ufe her much, when another

of the women interpofed, and refeued her

from further fuffering: fuch is the (hocking
effedl of fpirituous liquor on thefe people j

it totally deprives them both of fenfe and
humanity.

A tedious winter prevented them from
leaving their habitation, and deprived her

of the plcafiire of hearing often from her

friends, who were very much fcattered; but
a prifoner, who had latelyjeen her hulband,

informed her of his being much indifpofed

at the Genefee River, which was upwards
of one hundred miles diftance: on receiving

this intelligenee> (he ftood in need of much
Gonfolation, but had no fource of comfort,

except in her own bofonu
' Nea»
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Near the return of fpring their provifion

fiiiling, they were compelled to go off to the

fort for a frefli fupply, having but a fmall

portion of corn, which they allowanced out
once a day.

Through fnow and fevere froft they went
for Niagara, fuifering much from the ex-

cefTive cold. And when they came within

a few iTiiles of the fort, which they were four

days accomplifning, they ftruck up a fmail

wigwam for fome of the family with the

prifoners to live in until the return of the

warriors from the fort.

As foon as Capt. Powel’s wife heard that

the young child’s rr,other had come with the

Indians, ihedefired to fee her, claiming fome
relationfliip in the Indian way, as (he had alfo

been a prifoner amongft them. They granted

her' requeft, and Elizabeth was accordingly

introduced, and informed that her hufband
was returned to the fort, and there was fome
expedlations of his releafe. The fame day

Benjamin Peart came to fee his wife, but
could not be permitted to continue with her,

as the Indians infifted on her going back
with them to their cabin, which, as has

been related, was fome miles diftant.

Elizabeth Peart was not allowed for lome
days to go from the cabin, but a white fa-

mily, who had bought her child from the

Indians to whom it had been prefented, of-

fered
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fered the party with whom Elizabeth .was

confined a bottle of rum, if they would bring

her acrofs the. river to her childi which they

did, and delighted the fond mother with this

happy meeting, as flie had not feen it for

the fpace of eight months.
She was permitted to ftay with the family

where her child was for two days, when fhe

returned with the Indians to their cabin.

After fome time fhe obtained a further per-

mifllon to go to the fort, where fhe had fome
needle work from the white people, which
afforded her a plea for often vifiting it. A c

length Capt. Powel’s wife prevailed with
them to fuffer her to continue a few days at

her hqufe, and work for her family, which
was granted. At the expiration of the time*,

upon the coming of the Indians for her to

return with them, fhe pleaded indifpofition,

and by this means they were repeatedly dif-

fuaded from taking her with them.

As the time of planting drew nigh, fhe

made ufe of a little addrefs to retard her de-

parture j having a fmall fwelling on her neck,

fhe applied a poultice, which led the Indians

into a belief it was improper to remove her,

and they confented to come again for her in

two weeks.

Her child was given up to her foon after

her arrival at the fort, where flie lodged at

Capt. Powell’s, and her hufband came fre-

quently
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ty to vifit fieri which was a great happinefsa,

as her trials in their reparation had been*
many. -

At the time appointed fome of the Indians

came again, but (he ftill pleaded indirpofitiona*

and had confined herfelf to her bed. One of
the women interrogated her very clofelyy,

but did not infill upon her going back. Thus
feveral months eiapfed, flie contriving delays^’

as often as they came.
When the veflel which was to take the

other five, among whom were her hulband
and child, was ready to fail, the officers at

Niagara concluded Ihe might alfo go with

them, as they faw no reafonable obje£lioni.

and they doubted not but it was in their

power to fatisfy thofe Indians, who confix*

dered her as their property.

Abner Gilbert, another of tfie captives,,

when the company had reached' the Indian

town within three miles ofNiagara Fort, was,;

with Elizabeth Gilbert the younger, feparat-

ed from the reft, about the latter part of the

5th month 1780, and were both adopted in-

to John Hufton’s family, who was of the

Cayuga nation. After a ftay of three days at'

or near the fcttlement of thefe Indians, theyi

removed to a place near the great fallsj,

which is about eighteen miles diftant fromi
the fort, and loitered here three days more;;

they then crofted the river, and fettled neari

its banks, clearing a piece of land, and pre-
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pared It by the hoe for planting. Until thep
' could gather their corn, their dependance
was entirely upon the fort.

After the fpace of three weeks, they pack-
ed up their moveables, which they generally

carry with them in their rambles, and went
down the river to getprovifions atButlerf-

bury, a fmall village built by Col. Butler,

and is on the oppofite fide of the river to

Niagara Fort. They ftaid one night at the

village, obfcrving great caution that none
of the white people ftiould converfe with the

prifoners. Next day, after tranfafting their

bufinefs, they returned to their fettlement,

and continued there but about one week,
when it was concluded they muft go again

for Butlerfburyj after they had left their ha-
bitation a fmall diftance, the head ofthe fa-

mily met with his brother, and as they are

very ceremonious in fuch interviews, the

place of meeting was their rendezvous for the

day and night. In the morning the family.

With the brother before-mentioned, proceed-
ed for Butlerlbury, and reached it before

night. They went to the houfe of an Eng-
liftiman, one John Secord, who was filled

brother to the chief of the family, having
lived with him fome time before.

After fome deliberation, it was agreed that

Elizabeth Gilbert fhould continue in this

family till fent fori this was an agreeable

change to her.

Abner
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Abner returned with them to the fettle-*

inenc, his employ being to fence and fecure

the corn-patch; fornetimes he had plenty of
provifionsj but was often in want.

The miftrefs of the family one day intend-

ing for Butlerfbury, ordered Abner to pre-

pare to go with her; but fhe had not gone far

before fhe fent him back. Notwithftanding
he had long been inured to frequent difap-

pointments, he was much mortified af re-

turning, as he expefted to have feen his

fifter. When the woman came home, fhe

gave him no information about her, and all

inquiries on his part would have been fruitlefs.

The place they had fettled at ferved for

a dwelling until fall, and as it was not very

far diftant from the fort, by often applying
,

for provifion, they were not fo much dif-

trefled between the failing of their old crop,

and the gathering of the new one, as thofe

who lived at a greater diftance.

In the fall John Huflon, the head of the

family, went out hunting, and in his return

caught cold from his carelefs manner of lying

in the wet, and thereby loll the ufe of his

limbs for a long time. On being informed of

his fituation, the family moved to the place

'where he was; they fixed a flielter over him,
,

as he was unable to move himfelf, and conti-

nued here about a month; but as it was re-

mote from any fettiement, and they had to go

ofteh to the fort for the necellaries of life,

they
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they concluded to return to their own habi-

tation. Abner, one Indian man, and fome
of the women, carried the cripple in a blan-

ket about two miles j this was fo hard a talk,

they agreed to put up a fmall houfe, and wait

for his recovery : But not long after they had
an opportunity of conveying him on horfe-

back to the landing, about nine miles above
the fort. As this was their plantation, and

, the time of gathering their crops, they took
in their corn, which, as has been before ob-
ferved, is the bulinefs of the women. Then
they changed their quarters, carrying the

lame Indian as before in a blanket, down to

the river fide, when they went on board ca-

noes, and crolTea the river, in order to get to

their hunting-ground, where they ufually

fpend the winter.

Abner Gilbert lived a dronifh Indian life,

•idle and poor, having no other employ than

the gathering of hickory nuts; and although
young, his lituation was very irkfome.

As foon as the family came to the hunting-
ground, they patched up a flight hut for their

I

refidence, and employed themfelves in hunt-

[ iag. They took Abner along with them in

I

one of their tours, but they were then unfuc-

j

cefsful, taking nothing but rackoons and

!

porcupines.

I
The crop of Indian corn proving too fcant

I

a pittance for the winter, Abner, on this ac-

i

count.
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count had fome agreeable employ, which wa«
to vifit the fort, and procure a fupply of pro-
vifions, which continued to be his employ-
ment for the remainder of the feafon.

In the fpring, JohnHufton, the Indian who
had been lame the whole winter, recovered,

and unhappily had it in his power to obtain

a fupply of rum, which he frequently drank
to excels j and always, when thus debauched,

was extravagantly morofe, quarrelling with
the women who were in the family, and at

length left them. Soon after his departure,

the family moved about 40 miles, near Buf-
falo Creek, which empties its waters into

Lake Erie. At this place Abner heard of his

fifter, Rebecca Gilbert, who ftill remained in

captivity not far from his new habitation.

This was their fummcr refidence j they there-

fore undertook to clear a piece of land, in

which they put corn, pumpkins and fquafties.

Abner, having no ufeful employ, amufed
himfelf with catching fifh in the lake, and
furnifhcd the family with frequent mefles of

various kinds, which they eat without bread

or fait; for the diftance of this fettlement,

from the fort prevented them from obtaining

provifions fo frequently as neceflary. Capt.

John Powel and Thomas Peart, (the latter

had by this time obtained his releafe from
the Indians) and feveral others, came among
the Indian fettlements with provifion and
hoes for them. The account of their com-
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ing foon fpread amongfl: the Indians. The
^chiefs ofevery tribe came, bringing with them
as many little flicks as there were perfons ia
their tribe, to exprefs the number, in order
to obtain a juft proportion of the provifion
to be diftributed. They are faid to be un-
acquainted with any other power of explain-
ing numbers, than by this fimple hierogly-
phic mode. ,

It was upwards of a year lince Abner had
been parted from his relations, and as he had
pot feen his brother Tho. Peart in thatlpacc
of time, this unexpe6led meeting gave him
great joy, but it was of Ihort duration, as
they were forced to leave him behind. Dur-
ing the corn feafon he was employed in tend-
ing it, and not being of an impatient difpo-
fition, he bore his captivity without repining.
- In the yth month, 1781, the family went
to Butlerfbury, when Col. Butler treated with
the woman who was the head of this family
for the releafe ofAbner, which Ihe at length
confented to, on receiving fome prefents, but
faid he muft firft return with her, and fhe
would deliver him up in twenty days. Up-

l on their return, Ihe gave Abner the agree-
able information that he was to be given up.

I This added a fpur to his induftry, and made
his labour light.

Some days before the time agreed on,
they proceeded for Butlerfbury, and went

' - " to
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to John Secord’s, where his fifter Elizabeth
Gilbert had been from the time mentioned
in the former part of this narrative.

Abner was difcharged by the Indians foon
after his arrival at the Englifh village, and
John Secord permitted him to live in his fa-

mily with his fifter. With this family they

continued two weeks, and as they were un-
der the care of the Englifh officers, they were
permitted to draw clothing and provifions

from the king’s ftores.

Afterwards Benj. Peart and his brother

Thomas, who,were both releafed, came over

for their brother and fifter at John Secord’s,

and went with them to Capt. Powel’s,, in

order to be nearer to the veffel they were to

go in to Montreal.

The next of the family who comes within

notice, is Elizabeth Gilbert, the fifter. From
the time of her being firft introduced by the

Indian into the family of John Secord, who
was one in whom he placed great confidence.

She was under the neceflity of having new
clothes, asthofe fhehad brought from home
were much'worn. Her fituatipn in the family

where ftie was placed was comfortable. After

a few days refidence with them, fhe difcover-

ed where the young child was, that had fame
time before been taken from its mother Eli-

zabeth Peart, as before-mentioned j and her-

felf, together with John Secord’s wife with

whom
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whom (he lived, and Capt. Fry’s wife went
to fee it, in order to purchafe it from the In-

dian woman who had it under her care; but
they could not then prevail with her, though
fome time after Capt. Fry’s wife purchafed

it for thirteen dollars. Whilft among the

Indians it had been for a long time indif-

pofed, and in a lingering diftrelllng fituation}

but under its prefent kind protedlrefs, who
treated the child as her own, itfoon recruited.

Elizabeth Gilbert, jun. lived very agree-

ably in J. Secord’s family rather more than a
year, and became fo fondly attached to her

benefaflors, that Ihe ufually ftiled the miftrefs

of the houfe her mamma. During her refi-'

dence here, her brother Abner, and Thomas
Peart, came feveral times to vifit her.

The afflifting lofs of her father, to whom
Ihe was afFeftionately endeared, and the fe-

paration from her mother, whom fhe had no
expedlation of feeing again, was a fevere

trial, although moderated by the kind at-

tentions fliewn her by the family in which
ihe lived.

John Secord having fome bufinefs at Nia-
gara, took Betfy with him, where ihe had the

fatisfaftion of feeing fix ofher relations who
had been captives, but were moil of them
releafed : this happy meeting made the trip

to the fort a very agreeable one. She ilaid

with them all night, and then returned.

D Not
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Not long after this vifit. Col. Butler and

John Secord fent for the Indian, \yho claimed

Elizabeth as hisproperty, and when he arrived

they made overtures to purchafe her, but he

declared he would not fell his own flefli and
blood; for thus they ftile thofe whom they

have adopted. They then had recourfe to

prefents, which overcoming his fcruples,.

they obtained her difcharge; after which Ihe
i

remained two weeks at Butlerfbury, and
then went to her mother at Montreal.

Having given a brief relation of the happy
releafe and meeting of fuch of the captives

as had returned from among the Indians,

•excepting Thomas Peart, whofe narrative

is deferred, as he was exerting his endea-

vours for the benefit of his lifter and coufin,

who ftill remained behind.

It may not be improper to return to the ^

mother,who with feveral of her children,were

at Montreal. The nurfe-child which they had

taken, as related in the former part of this
|

account, dying, was a confiderable lofs to
!

them, as they could not, even by their ut-
j

moft induftry, gain as much any other way,
|

In the fall of the year 1781, Col. Johnfon,

Capt. Powell, and fomc other officers, came
|

to Montreal upon bufinefs, and were, fo kind
j

in their remembrance of the family, as to

inquire after them, and to make them fome
i

prefents, congratulating the mother on the

happy
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happy releafement of fo many of her chil-

dren. They encouraged her with the infor-

mation of their agreement with the Indians

for the releafement ofher daughter Rebecca,

expebting that Ihe was by that time at Nia-

gara; but in this opinion they were mifta-

ken, as the Indian family who adopted her,

valued her too highly to be eafily prevailed

with, and it was a long time after this before

ihe was given up.

Elizabeth Gilbert and her daughters cook

in. clothes to walh for their fupport, and be-

ing induftrious and careful, ualforded them
a tolerable fubfiftence.

Jeffe Gilbert obtained employ in his trade

as a cooper, which yielded a welcome addi-

tion to their ftock.

Elizabeth Gilbert fuffered no opportunity

to pafs her, of inquiring about her friends

and relations in Pennfylvama, and had cne

fatisfaclion of being informed, by one who
came from the fouihward, that friends of
Philadelphia had been very afliduous in

their endeavours to gain information where
their family was, and had lent to the di ffer-

ent meetings, defiring them to inform them-
felves of the fituation of the captivated fa-,

mily, and, if in their power, afford them iuch

relief as they might need.
.

It gave her great ple^fure to hear of this

kind fympathizing remembrance of their

friends, and it would have been tfientially

D 2 ferviceable
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ferviceable to them, could.they have reduced
it to a certainty.

Deborah Jones, a daughter of Abraham
Wing, a friend, fent for Elizabeth Gilbert,

in order to attend her as a nurfe; but her

death, which was foon after, fruftrated the

profpeft fhe had of an agreeable place,-as this

woman was better grounded in friends princi-

ples than moil fire had met with ; which cir-

cumftance united them in the ties of a clofe

friendfhip : and as Eliz. Gilbert had received

many civilities and favours from her, her

death was doubly afflicting to their family.

A perfbnwho came from Crown-Point in-

formed her that Benj. Gilbert, a fon of the

deceafed by his firft wife, had come thither,

in order to be ofwhat fervice he could to the

family, and had defired him to make inquiry

where they were, and in what fituation, and

fend him.the earlieft information poffible.

A fecond agreeable intelligence fhe re-

ceived from Niagara, by a young woman
who came from thence, who informed her

that her daughter Rebecca was given up to

the Englifh by the Indians. This informa-

tion muft have been very pleafing, as their

expectations of her releafe were but faint.j

the Indian with whom fhe lived confidering

her as her own child.

It was not long after this, that Thomas
Peart, Rebecca Gilbert, and their coufin

Benjamin
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Benjamin Gilbert, came to Montreal to the

reft of the family. This meeting, after fuch

fcenes of forrow as they had experienced,

was more completely happy than can be

expreffed.

Refledlion, if indulged, will fteadily point

out a protecting arm of power to have ruled

the various ftorms which often threatened

the family with deftruCtion on their paffage

through the wildernefs, under the controul

of the fierceft enemies, and preferved and
reftored them to each other, although fepa-

rated among different tribes and nations;

this, fo great a favour, cannot be conffder-

ed by them but with the warmeft emotions
of gratitude to the great Author.

Rebecca Gilbert and Benjamin Gilbert,

jun. were feparated from their friends and
connections at a place called the Five Mile
Meadows, which was faid to be that diftance

from Niagara. The Seneca king’s daugh-
ter, to whom they were allotted in thediftri-

bution of the captives, took them to a fmall

hut where her father Siangorochti, his queen,

and the reft of the family were, eleven in

number. Upon the reception of the prifon-

ers into the family, there was much forrow

and weeping, as is cuftomary upon fuch oc-
cafions, and the higher in favour the adopt-
ed prifoners are to be placed, the greater

lamentation is made over them.

D 3 After
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After three days the family removed to a

place called the Landing, on the banks of
Niagara River : here they continued two
days more, and then two of the women went
with the captives to Niagara, to procure
clothing from the king’s (lores for them,
and permitted them to ride on horfeback to

Fort Sluflier, which is about eighteen miles

diftant from Niagara fort. On this jour-

ney they had a fight of the Great Falls of
Niagara.

During a (lay of fix days at Fort Sluflier,

the Britifh officers and others ufed their ut-

moft endeavours to purchafe them of the In-

dians : but the Indian king faid he would not

I

!

part with them for one thoufand dollars.

The Indians who claimed Elizabeth Peart

came to the fort with her at this time, and,

although (lie was very weakly and indifpofed,

it was an agreeable opportunity to them both

of converfing with each other; but they were

not allowed to be frequently together, left

they ihould increaf^ each other’s difcontent.

Rebecca being drefifed in the Indian man-
ner, appeared very different from what (he

had been accuftomed to : fliort clothes,

leggings, and a gold laced hat.

From Niagara fort they went about eigh-

teen miles above the Falls to fort Erie, a gar-

rifon of the Englifh, and then continued their

journey about four miles further up Buffalo

creek,
,
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creek, and pitched their tent. At this place'

they met with Rebecca’s father and mother'

by adoption, who had gone before on horfe-

back. They caught fome fi(b, and made
foup of them; but Rebecca could eat none
of it, as it was drcllfcd without fait, and witb
all the carelefiaefs of Indians.

This fpot was intended for their plan-'

tation, they therefore began- to clear the

land for the crop of Indian corn. While
the women were thus employed, the men-

built a log-hoLife for their refidence, and
then went out hunting.

Notwithftanding the family they lived

with was of the firft rank among the Indians,

and the head of it filled King, they were un-
der the necefiity of labouring, as w?ell as thofe

of lower rank, although they often had ad-

vantages of procuring more provilions than
the reft. This family railed this fummer
about one hundred fkipple of Indian corn

(a fkipple is about three pecks) equal to fe-

venty-five bufhels.

As Rebecca was not able to purfue a courfe

of equal labour with the other women, fhe

was favoured by them by often beina; fent

into their hut to prepare fomething to eat;

and as fhe dreffed their provifinns after the

Englilti method, and had ere<5led an oven by
the affiftance of the other women, in which
they baked their bread, their family fared

more agreeably than the others.

D 4 Beniamin
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Benjamin Gilbert, jun. was confidered as

the king’s fuccefibr, and entirely freed from
reftraint, fo that he even began to be de-

lighted with his manner of life ; and had it

not been for the frequent counfel of his fel-.

low captive, he would not have been anxious

for a change.

In the waters of the lakes there are various

kinds of fifib, which the Indians take fome-
times with fpears ; but whenever they can

obtain hooks and lines, they prefer them.
A fifh called Ozoondah, refembling a fhad

in fhape, but rather thicker, and lefs bony,

with which Lake Erie abounded, was often

dreflfed for their table, and was of an agree-

able talle, weighing from three to four

pounds.
They drew provifions this fummer from

the forts, which frequently induced the In-

dians to repair thither. The king, his daugh-
ter, grand-daughter, and Rebecca, went to-

gether upon one of thefe vifits to Fort Erie,

where the Britilh officers entertained them
with a rich feail, and fo great a profufion

of wine, that the Indian king was very

drunk i and as he had to manage the ca-

noe in their return, they were repeatedly

in danger of being overfet amongft the

rocks in the lake.

Rebecca and Benjamin met with much
better fare than the other captives, as the fa-

mily they lived with were but fekiom in great

want
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want of neceffaries, which was the only advan-

tage they enjoyed beyond the reft oftheir tribe.

Benjamin Gilbert, as a badge of his dig-

,

nity, wore a filver medal pendant from his

neck.

The king, queen, and another of the fa-

mily, together with Rebecca and her coufin

Benjamin, fet oil for Niagara, going as far as

Fort Sluflier by water, from whence they

proceeded on foot, carrying their loads on
their backs. Their bufinefs at the fort was
to obtain provifions, which occafioned them
frequently to viiit it, as before related.

Rebecca indulged herfelf with the pleafing

eftpeftation of obtaining her releafe, or ac

lead permiftion to remain behind among the

whites; but in both thefe expeftarions Die

was difagreeably difappointed, having to re-

turn againwiih her captors; all efforts for

her releafe being in vain. Col. Johnfon’s

houfekeeper, whofe repeated ails ofkindnefs

to this captivated family have been noticed,

made her fome acceptable prefents.

As they had procured fome rum to carry

home with them, the chief was frequently

intoxicated, and always in fuch unhappy fits

behaved remarkably foolilh.

On their return, Thomas Peart, who was
at Fort Niagara, procured for Rebecca an
horfe to carry her as far as Fort Slufher,

where they took boar, and got home after a

ftay of nine days,

D 5 Soon
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Soon after their return, Rebecca and her

coufin were feized with the chill and fever^

which held them for near three months.
During their indifpofition the Indians were
very kind to them 5 and as their ftrength of
conftitution alone could not check the pro-

grefs of the diforder, the, Indians procured

fome herbs, with which the patients were
unacquainted, and made a plentiful decoc-

tion j with thefe they walked them, and it

feemed to afford them fome relief: the Indi-

ans accounted it a fovereign remedy.
The deceafe of her father, of which Re-

becca received an account, continued her in

a drooping way a confideVable time longer

than fhe would otherwife have been.

As loon as fhe recovered her health, fome
of the family again went to Niagara, and Re-
becca was permitted to be of the company.
They ftaid at the fort about two weeks, and
Col. Johnfon exerted himfelfin order to ob-
tain her releafe, holding a treaty with the In-

dians for this purpofe; but his mediation

proved fruitlefs: fhe had therefore to return

with many an heavy ftep. When they came
to Lake Erie, where their canoe. was, they

proceeded by water. While in their boat a

number of Indians in a canoe came towards

them, and informed them of the death of her

Indian father, who had made an expedition

to the frontiers of Pennfylvania, and was
there wounded by the militia, and afterwards
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died of his wounds; on which occafion llie

was under the neceffity of making a feint of

forrow, and weeping aloud with the reft.

When they arrived at their fettlement, it

was the time of gathering their crop of corn,

potatoes, pumpkins, and preferving their

ftore of hickory nuts.

About the beginning of the winter fome
Britifh officers came amongft them, and ftaid

with them until fpring, ufing every endea-

vour for the difcharge of the two captives,

but ftill unattended with fuccefs.

Some time after this another Britifli officer,

attended by Tho. Peart, came with provifion

and hoes for the Indians. It afforded them
great happinefs to enjoy the fatisfadlion ofeach

other’s converfation, after fo long an abfence.

Rebecca and her coufin had the additional

pleafure of feeing her brother Abner, who
came with the family amongft whom he lived,

to fettle near this place; and as they had not

feen each other for almoft twelve months, it

proved very agreeable.

Thomas Peart endeavoured to animate
his fifter, by encouraging her with the hopes

of fpeedily obtaining her liberty: but her

hopes were often difappointed.

An officer amongft the Britifh, one Capt.

Latteridge, came and ftaid fome time with

them, and interefted himfelf on behalfof the
prifoners, and appeared in a fair way of ob-
taining their enlargement; but being ordered.

D 6 to
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to join his regiment, he was prevented frona'i

further attention until his return from duty ;,

and afterwardswas commanded byGol. John*-

fon to go with him to. Montreal on bufinefs

of importance, which effedtually barred his

undertaking any thing.further that winter.

It afforded her many pleafing reflexions,

when Ihe heard that fix of her relations were
freed from their difficulties, and Tho* Peart

vifiting her, again,.contributed in fome mea-
fure to re-animate her with freffi hopes of

obtaining her own freedom.. They fixed

upon a.fcheme of carrying her off privately

;

but when they gave time for a full refledionj

it, was. evidently attended, with too great

danger,, as it would undoubtedly have much
enraged the Indians, and perhaps the lives of
every one concerned would have been for--

feited by fu.ch indifcretion..

During the courfe of this winter fhe fuffer-

cdmanyhardlhipsandfeveredifappointments,,,

and being without a friend to. unbofom her,

forrows to, they appeared to increafe by con-

cealment;, but making a virtue of neceffity^
,

Ihe fummoned up a firmnefs of refolution,

and was fupported under her difcouragement

,

beyond her own expeftations. .

The youth and inexperience of her coufin ,

did not allow of a fufficient confidence in.

him, but fhe had often to intereft herfelf in

an attention to, and overfight of, his con-

dyXi, and it was in fome meafure owing to ,

this-
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tfiis care, that he retained his defires to rei

tiirn amongft his friends-.

Col. Butler fent a firing of wampum to

the Indian chief, who immediately called a

number of the other Indians together upon,
this oceafibn,:. when- they concluded to go-

down to Niagara, where- they underftood the

defign of the treaty was for the freedom of
the remainder of the prifoners-, for efpecial

orders were ifrued' by General Haldimand,,
at Quebec, that their liberty Ihould be ob-
tained. At this Council-Fire it was asireed

they would furrender up the prifoners.

When they returned, they informed Re--

becca that Col. Butler had a defire to fee

her, which was the only information llie

could gain : this being a frequent, cuftom
amongft them to offer a very flight furmife

of their intentions.

After this the whole family moved about

fix miles up Lake Erie, where they ftai-d

about two months to gather their annual

ftore of maple fugar, of which they made a

confiderable quantity.

As foon as the feafon of this bufihefs was
over, they returned to their old fettlemenr,

,

where they had not continued long, before

an Indian came with amaccount that an afto-

nilhing number of young pigeons might be
procured at a certaio place, by falling trees

that were filled with nefts of young, and the

diftaoce was computed to be about fifty

miles,.
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miles. This information delighted the fe-

veral tribes: they fpeedily joined together,

young and old, from different parts, and
with great affiduit/ purfued their expedi-

tion, and took abundance of the young ones,

which they dried in the fun, and with fmoke,
and filled feveral bags which they had taken

with them for this purpofe. Benjamin Gil-

bert was permitted to accompany them in

this excurfion, which muft have been a cu-
rious one for whole tribes to be engaged
in. On this rarity they lived with extra-

vagance for fome time, faring fumptuoufly

every day.

As the time approached, when, according

to appointment, they were to return to Nia-
gara, and deliver up the prifoners, they gave
Rebecca the agreeable information, in order

to allow her fome time to make prepara- •

tion. She made them bread for their jour-

ney with great cheerfulnefs.

The Indians, to the number of thirty, at-

tended on this occafion with the two cap-

tives. Th.ey went as far as Fort Sluflaer

in a bark canoe. It was feveral days be-

fore they reached Niagara Fort, as they

went flowly on foot. After attending at

Col. Butler’s, and conferring upon this oc-

cafion, in confideration of fome valuable

prefents made them, they releafed the two
laft of the captives, Rebecca Gilbert, and
Benjamin Gilbert, jun.

As
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As fpeedily as they were enabled, their

Indian drefs was exchanged for the more
cuftomary and agreeable one of the Euro-
peans} and on the third of the fixth month,

1782, two days after their happy releafe,

failed for Montreal.

The narrative of the treatment of Tho-
mas Peart, another of the family, ftill re-

mains to be given:

He was taken along the weftward path

with the prifoners before-mentioned, viz.

Jofeph, Sarah, and Benjamin Gilbert, jun.

Thomas was compelled to carry a heavy
load of the plunder which the Indians had
feized at their farm. When feparated from
the reft, they were afllired they fhould meet
together again in four days.

The firft day’s travel was in an exceeding
difagreeablepath, acrofsfeveral deep brooks,

through which Thomas had to carry Sarah

and.Benjamin Gilbert, jun. This talk was
a very hard one, as be had been much re-

duced for want of fufficient nourilhment.

The firft night they lodged by the banks
of Cayuga Creek, the captives being tied as

ufual. The next morning they took a ve-
nifon, and this, with fome decayed corn
which they gathered from the deferred fields,

ferved them for fuftenance. This day’s jour-

ney was by the fide of Cayuga Creek, until

they came to a fteep hill, which they afcend-

ed with difficulty.

When
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When night came on, they fought a wig-
v/am which had been deferted precipitately

upon General Sullivan’s march againft the

inhabitants of thefe parts.

The land in this neighbourhood is excel-

lent for cultivation, affording very goodpaf- .

ture.

Thomas Peart affured the Indians, that

he, with the other captives, would not leave

them, and therefore requefted the favour to

be freed from their confinement at night

;

but one of them checked his requef!;, by
faying he could not lleep if the captives

were fufiiered to be untied.

Their meat being all exhaufled, Thomas
and three Indians went near three miles to

gather more decayed corn; and this, mouldy
as it was, they were obliged to eat, it being

their only food, excepting a few winter tur-

nips which they met with. They went for-

wards a confiderable diftance by the fide of
Cayuga Creek, and then with much difficul-

ty crofled it; immediately afterwards they

afcended an uncommon miry hill, covered

with fprings. Going over this mountain

they miffed the path, and were obliged to

wade very heavily through the water and

mire.

In the clofe of the day they came to a fine

meadow, where they agreed to continue that

night, having no other provifions than the

mouldy Indian corn they accidentally met
with
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with in the Indian plantations, which had

been cut down, and left on the ground by

General Sullivan’s army.
Next morning they fet forwards,, walking

leifurely on, fo that the company who went
by the other path might overtake them, and
frequently {topped for them.
When night approached, they came to a

large creek where fome Indians were, who
had begun to prepaire the ground for plant-

ing corn. At this place they {laid two
nights, and being two indolent to procure

game by hunting, their diet was ftill very

poor, and their ftrength much exhaufted, fo

that they becatne impatient of waiting for

the others, which was their intention when
they firft ftopped.

After travelling till near noon, they made
a fhort ftay, ftripped the bark olF a tree,

and then painted, in their Indian manner,
themfelves and the prifoners on the body of
the tree; this done, they fet up a ftick with

a fplit at the top, in which they placed a

fmall bufli of leaves, and leaned the ftick fo

that the fhadow of the leaves fhould fall to

the point of the ftick where it was fixed in

the ground; by which means the others

would be direded in the time of day when
they left the place.

Here they feparated the prifoners again,

thofe to whom Thomas Peart and Jofeph
Gilbert.
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Gilbert were allotted went weffcward out of
the path, but Sarah Gilbert and Benjamin
Gilbert, jun. with one Indian, continued in

the path. This was very diftreffing to Sa-
rah, to be torn from her relations, and de-
prived of all the comforts, and even ne-

ceflaries of life. Thefe tv/o, with the In-
dian who had the care of them, after they
had parted with the other two, and tra-

velled forward a few miles, came to fom©
Indians by the fide of a creek, who gave
them fomething to eat. The next day the

Indian who was their pilot exerted himfelf

to obtain fome provifions, but his endea-

vours proved fruitlefs ; they therefore fuf-

fered greatly. At night the Indian aflced

Sarah if fhe had ever eaten horfe-flelh, or

dogs ; fhe replied, Ihe had not : he then

further furprifed her by afking whether fhe

had ever eat man’s flefh; upon her expref-

fing her abhorrence, he replied, that he
fhould be under the neceffity of killing the

boy, for he could not procure any deer.^

This threat, although perhaps not intended

to be executed, terrified her exceedingly.

He hunted with great diligence, leaving the

captives by themfelves, and appeared to

fhudder himfelf at what he had threatened,

willing to try every refource; but notwith-

ftanding his exertions, her fears prevailed in

a very great degree. They went forwards

flowly.
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fiowly, being very weak ; and in addition

to their diftrefs, there fell a very heavy rain,

and they were obliged to continue in it, as

they were without fhelter. In this reduced
fituation they at length came to one of the

huts at Canodofago, where they drefled the

remains of their mouldy corn, and the day
after were joined by the part of the company
whom they had left ten days before.

As the few days folitary fufl'erings of Sarah

Gilbert had been before unrelated, the fore-

going digreffion, from the narrative of Tho-
mas Peart’s, may not be thought improper.

To return to the two who were feparated

from the path, and had to go forwards acrofs

mountains and vallies, fwamps and creeks.
'

In the morning they eat the remainder of
their corn. The Indians then cut off their

hair, excepting a fmali found tuft on the

crown of the head; and, after painting them
in the Indian manner, in order to make them
appear more terrible, they took from them
their hats. Being thus obliged to travel

bareheaded in the fun, they were feized with
violent head-achs; and this, added to a want
of provifions, was truly diftreffing.

When they approached the Indian fettle-

ments, the Indians began their cuftomary
whooping, to announce their arrival with
prifoners; iffuing their difmal yells accord-

ing to the number brought in.

After



( 9^ )

After fome fliort time an Indian came to

them: with him they held a difcourfe con-
cerning theprifonersand painted them afrelh,

part black, and part red, as a diftinguifhing

mark. When this ceremony was concluded,
the Indian who met them returned, and the

others continued their route.

As they were not far from the Indian

towns, they foon faw great numbers of the

Indians collesffcing together, though the pri-

foners were ignorant of the motives.

When they came up to this difagreeable

company, the Indian, who firft met them,
took the firing that was about Thomas
Peart’s neck, with which he had been tied*

at night, and held him whiift a Squaw ftrip--

ped offhis veft.

Jofeph Gilbert was ordered to run firft,.

but being lame and indifpofed, could only

walk. The clubs and tomahawks flew fo =

thick, that he was forely bruifed, and one of

the tomahawks ftruck him on the head, and
brought him to the ground, when a lad of

about fifteen years old run after him., and, as

he lay, would undoubtedly have ended him,

as he had lifted the tomahawk for that pur-

pofe, but the king’s fon fent orders not to

kill him..

After him, Thomas Peart was fet ofl’ j he

feeing the horrid fituation of his brother,

was fo terrified, that he did not recolleft the

Indian
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Indian ilill kept hold of the ftring which was
round his neck ; but, fpringing forwards with

great force and fwiftnefs, he pulled the Indi-

an over, who, in return, when he recovered

his feet, beat him feverely with a club. The
lad who was Handing with a tomahawk near

Jofeph Gilbert, as he palled by him, threw

his tomahawk with great dexterity, and
would certainly have ftruck him, if he had
not fprung forwards, and avoided the wea-
pon. When he had got oppofite to one of
their huts, they pointed for him to take

fhelter there, where Jofeph Gilbert came to

,him as foon as he recovered. In the room
were a number ofwomen, who appeared very
forrowful, and wept aloudj this, though cuf-

tomary amongft them, Hill added to the ter-

ror of the captives, as they imagined it to be
no other than a prelude to inevitable de-
ftruftion.

Their hair cropped clofe, their bodies
bruifed, and the blood gulhing from Jofeph
Gilbert’s wound, rendered them a horrid

Ipeftacle to each other.

After the lamentation ceafed, one of
them alked Thomas Peart, if he was hun-
gry; he replied, he was: they then told him.
You eat by and by.” They immediately

procured fome vidluals, and fet it before
them; but Jofeph Gilbert’s wounds had ta-

ken away his appetite.

An
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An officer, who was of the French families

ofCanada, came to them, and brought a ne-

gro with him to interpret. After queftioning
them, he concluded to write to Col. Johnfon
at Niagara, relative to the prifoners.

The Indians advifed them to be contented
with their prefent fituation, and naarry a-

mongft them, giving every affurance that

they fhould be treated with the utmoft re-

fped : but thefe conditions were inadmif-
fible.

After this, Jofeph Gilbert was taken from
his brother, as related in the narrative of his

fufferings.

Thomas Peart continued at the village

that night, and the next day was given to the

care of a young Indian, who went with him
about two miles, where feveral Indians were
colleded, drefled in horrid malks, in order,

as he fuppofed, to make fport of his fears, if

hedifcovered any: he therefore guarded a-

gainft being furprifed, and when they ob-

ferved him not to be intimidated, they per-

mitted him to return again. Not long after

arriving at the village, Capt. Rowland Mon-
teur came in, who gave Thomas Peart fome
account how the others of his family had
fuffered, and told him that he had almoft

killed his mother and Jeffe, on account of

Andrew Harrigar’s making his efcape. He
had come in before the others, in order to

procure
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procure fome provifions for the company',

who were in great need of it.

When the Captain returned, Tho. Peart

accompanied him part of the way, and the

Captain advifed him to be cheerful and
contented, and work faithful for the friend,

for fo he ftiled the Indian under whofe care

Thomas Peart was placed, promifing him
that if he complied, he fliould Ihortly go to

Niagara.

They employed him in chopping for feve-

ral days, having previous to this taken the

ftring from his neck, which they had care-

fully fecured him with every night.

The plantation on which they intended

to fix for a fummer refidence, and to plant

their crop of corn, was feveral miles down
the Genefee, or Little River. Prior to their

removing with the family, fome of the men
went thither, and built a bark hut, which
was expeditioufly performed, as they exe-

cuted it in about two days, when they re-

turned to their old habitation.

Thomas Peart was the next day given to

the chief Indian, who endeavoured to quiet

his apprehenfions, affuring him he fliould

meet with kind treatment.

The Indian manner of life is rem arkably
dirty and loufy ; and although they them-
felves difregard their filth, yet it was ex-
tremely mortifying to the prifoncrs to be

deprived
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deprived of the advantages of cleanlinels j

and this was by no means among the num-
ber of fmaller difficulties.

As Thomas Peart had been accuftomed to

induftry, and when firft among the Indians

was conftantly exerting himfelf, either in

their active diverfions or ufeful labour, they

were much delighted with him. When they

had concluded upon fending him to the fa-

mily he was to refide with, they daubed

him afrefh with their red paint. He was

then taken about feven miles, where he was

adopted into the family, and filled “ Och-
“ nufa,” or uncle. When the ceremony of

adoption was performed, a number of the

relatives were fumrnoned together, and the

head of them took Thomas Peart into the

midfl of the affembly, and made a long ha-

rangue in the Indian language. After this

he was taken into the houfe, where the wo-

men wept aloud for joy, that the place of a

deceafed relation was again fupplied.

The old man, whofe place Thomas Peart

was to fill, had never been confidered by his

family as poflefled ofany merit ; and, ftrange

as it may appear, the perfon adopted always

holds, in their eftimation, the merits or de-

merits of the deaeafed, and the moft careful

conduct can never overcome this prejudice.

As foon as the ceremony of adoption at

this place was finifhed, he was taken by the

family
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family to Nundow, a town on the Genefee
River. The head of this family was a chief

or king of the Senecas. But before Thomas
was fully received into the family, there was
a fecond lamentation.

Their provifions, notwithftanding it was
a feafon of great plenty, was often deers guts,

dried with the dung, and all boiled together,

which they confider ftrong and wholeforne
food. They never throw away any part of
the game they take.

Thomas Peart’s drefs was entirely in the

Indian ftile, painted and ornamented like

one of themfelves, though in a meaner man-
ner, as they did not hold him high in efteem
after his adoption.

Greatly difcontented, he often retired into

the woods, and refledled upon his unhappy
lituation, without hopes of returning to his

relations, or ever being refcued from capti-

vity.

He continued in this folitary feclulion

about five weeks, when their corn was moft-

I

ly confumed; and as their dependence for a

j

frefii fupply was on Niagara fort, they con-

I

eluded to go thither, but at firft would not

S
confent that Thomas Ihould accompany

I

them; but he was fo urgent, they at length

confented, and the next day they had an In-

dian dance, preparatory to their expedition.

In the route Thomas Peart got a deer,

which was an acceptable acquifition, as they

I

E had
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had been for fome days without any meat,
and their corn was likewife expended.
When they came within two miles of the

fort, they halted, and ftaid there until morn-

A white prifoner, who came from the fort,

gave Thomas Peart a particular relation of

his fellow captives : this was the firft ac-

-count he had of them fince their fepara-

tion at the Indian towns; As foon as he

came to the fort, he applied to fome of the

officers, requeuing their exertions to procure

Thomas’s liberty, if poffible; but he was
difappointed, as nothing could be then done
to ferve him.

He eat fome fait provifions, which, as he
had tailed but little fait iince his captivity,

(although pleafing to his palate) affedcd

his ilomach, it being difficult for him to

digeft.

As he was to return with the Indians in

about a week, it was very diftreffing, being

much difgufted with the fare he met amongft
them.
They returned by way of Fort Sluffier,

and then along Lake Erie, up Buffalo Creek,

taking fome filh as they went. They paffed

by the place where Elizabeth Peart and Re-
becca Gilbert were, but he had not an op-

portunity of feeing them.

The ftores they took home with them,

confifted of rum, fait, and ammunition.
Lake
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Lake Erie is about three, hundred miles

long from eaft to weft, and about forty in

breadth : it receives its fupply of waters

from Lakes Superior, Michigan, and Huron,
by a North Weft paffage, called the Streights

of Detroit. A very long narrow piece of
land lies on its north fide, which projefts

remarkably into the lake, and has been no-

ticed by moft travellers, and is known by
the name of Long Point. There are feve-

ral iflands in it, which, with the banks of
the lake, were more infefted with differenC

kinds of fnakes, particularly the rattle-fnake,

than other places.

The navigation of this lake is allowed to

be more dangerous than the others, on
account of the high lands projefting into

itj fo that when fudden ftorms arife, boats

are frequently loft, as there are but few
places to land, and feldom a poffibility

of finding a flielter near the craggy pre-

cipices.

The waters of Erie pafs through a north-

caft communication into the river Niagara,

which, by a northerly courfe of near thirty-

fix miles, falls into Lake Ontario.

At the difcharge of this river into Lake
Ontario, on the eaft fide, ftands Fort Nia-
gara ; and at the entrance from Lake Erie

lies Erie Fort ; between thefe two forts are

thofe extraordinary falls which claim the at-

E % tendon
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tention of the curious, and are amongft the

moft remarkable works of nature.

This ftupendous catarafl is fupplied with

the waters of the feveral lakes, and their

diftant fprings; which, after traverfing many
hundred miles, rufh aftoriifhingly down a

moft horrid precipice, and which, by a fmall

ifland, is feparated into two large columns,

and each near one hundred and forty feet

perpendicular, and in a ftrong, rapid, in-

conceivable foam and roar, extends near

nine miles further, having in this diftance a

defcent nearly equal to the firft.

The ftreight of Niagara is efteemed dan-

gerous for a mile or upwards above the falls.

The water of the falls raifes a very heavy
mift, fomewhat refembling a continuation

of the river; and this deception, together

with the rapidity of the current, frequently

hurries the ducks and geefe down this dread-

ful precipice.

This vaft body of water, after palTing

through the Streighc of Niagara, is received

by Take 'Ontario, or Cataraqui, which is

nearly of an oval form. Its greateft length

is from north-eaft to fouth-weft, and is

generally allowed to be fix hundred miles

in circumference. And although the leaft

' of the five great lakes of Canada is much
the fafeft for ftiipping, as the channel is

lefs obftrudfed by rocks or iflands, than

the
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the other lakes. The fouth fide is the

moft commodious for batteaux and canoes,

having a moderately (helving bank and ihore

on that fide: the other is more rocky.

Many of the rivers which fall into it are

barred in their entrances by broken hills,

but the vallies are uncommonly fertile.

On the fouth the moft confiderable rivers

which fall into this lake, are, the great and
little Seneca. The falls of thefc rivers ren-

der them not navigable near the lake; but

after the carrying-places are paifed, they run

flow and deep.

In order to keep up the communication
between the different parts of Canada, there

is a portage from the landing below Niagara
Falls, to the landing above, up three fharp

hills, along which, the road for about eight

or nine miles has been made as eafy for carts

as it polTibly could; (thence to Lake Erie

is about eighteen miles) but the ftream is fo

fwift here,- that it is almoft impofllble to

ftcm it for a mile or two in a fhip with the

ftiffeft gale ; though batteaux and canoes
pafs along without much danger, as the cur-

rent is lefs rapid near the ihore. Ua the
north-eaft it empties itfelf into the river

Cataraqui.

From this fhort digreffive account of the
lakes, we may return to the ftuation of the
prifoner, and the Indian family.

E 3 When
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When they had confumed their lafl year's

ftock of corn, they lived very low, and were
reduced to great neceflity, digging what wild
cfculent roots they could findj this was fo

different from what he had been accuftomed
to, that he could not bear it with that cheer-

fulnefswith which the Indians met fuch dif-

ficulties. His painful reflections, and the

want of necelfaries, reduced him exceeding
low.

Whilft in this diftrefs, he happily obtained
the ufe of a teflament from a white woman,
who had been taken captive, and afterwards

married amongft them. With this foiacing

companion, he frequently retired into the

woods, and employed himfelf in reading and
' meditating upon the inftruCtion couched in

it.

The Indians directed a white girl to in-

form him, that they intended a hunt of

twenty days, and were defirous he fliould at-

tend them ; to this he agreed, and the whole

family accompanied the hunters. They
paflTed by the town where Jofeph Gilbert

was, who informed his brother that he was

going to Niagara : Thomas Peart replied he

had already been there, and then informed

him how the others of their relations were

difperfed.

On their way up the Genefee River, where

they intended to hunt, they took a deer.

The
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The fourth day, as Thomas Peart Was

I

beating for game, he loft his company ;
but

I at length came to fome Indians, who diredted

i

him. When he came to the family much
[i fatigued, and told them he had been loft,

they were much delighted at the perplexing

fituation he had been in.

The next day they moved further, hunting

as they went, and in the evening fixed their

quarters, where they ftaid two nights.

Thomas Peart not endeavouring to pleafe

them, they took umbrage at his negleft.

This, added to a fit of the ague, induced

them to leave him in the woods, he being

fb weak he could not keep up with them,
and was obliged to follov^r by their tracks in

the leaves.

Their provifions foon began to wafte, and
it was not long before it was entirely con-
fumed ; and as they took no game, they

were under the neceffity of eating wild cher-

ries.

The profpeefi: appeared very gloomy to our
captive, to be thus diftrefifed with hunger,

and to be from home near one hundred miles

with the whole family ; but this fituation,

though fo alarming to him, did not appear
to reach their ftoic infenfibility. In this ex-

tremity one of the Indians killed a fine elk,

which was a long wifhed-for and delightful

fupplyj but as the weather was very warm,
E 4 and
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and they had no fait, it foon became putrid,

and filied with maggots, which they, not-

withftanding, eat without referve.

After they had been out upwards of thirty

days, the Indians changed their courfe to-

wards their own habitation, making but
little progrefs forwards, as they kept hunt-
ing as they went. And as Thomas had long

been uneafy, and defirous to return, not

expefting to have been abfent more than

twenty days, they gave him fome diredlions, I

and a fmall fliare of provifions; he then left

them, after an unfuccefsful hunt of forty

days : and, although weak and unfit for the

journey, he fet off in the morning, and kept

as near a north-weft courfe as he could,

going as faft as his ftrength would permit

over large creeks, fwamps, and rugged hills j

and when night came on, made up a fmall

fire, and being exceedingly fatigued, laid

himfelf down on the ground, and flept very

foundly. In the morning he continued his

journey.

When he confidered the great diftance

through the woods to the Indian towns, and

the difficulty of procuring game to fubfift

bn, it dejefted him greatly. His fpirits

were fo depreffed, that when his fire was ex-

tinguifhed in the night, he even heard the

wild beafts walking and howling around

him, without regarding them, as with all
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his exertions and afllduity, he had but fmall

hope of ever reaching the towns, -but provi-

dentially he fucceeded.

On the journey he eat a land tortoife, fome
roots and wild cherries.

When he reached, the town, the Indians

were pleafed with his return, and inquired

the reafon of his coining alone, and where he

had left the family he went with; which he

fully informed them of.

This being the time for feafting on their

new crop of corn, and they having plenty of
pumpkins and fquafhes, gave an agreeable

profpeft of a ftiort feafon of health, and fre-

quent, though fimple, feafts.

About ten days after this, the family re-
^ - V

turned ;
they foon inquired ifThomas Peart

had reached home, and upon being informed

that he had, replied that it was not expefted

he ever could.

The Indians concluding to make a war
excurfion, aiked Thomas to be with them;
but he determinately refufed them, and was
therefore left at home with the family ; and
not long after had permiffion to vifit his

brother Benjamin Peart, who was then about

fifteen or eighteen miles diftant, down the

Genefee river.

Benjamin Peart was at that time very

much indifpofed ; Thomas, therefore, ftaid

with him feveral days, and, when he reco-

E 5 vered
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vered a little ftrengch, left him, and returned

to his old habitation.

He was thoroughly acquainted with the

cuftoms, manners, and difpofitions of the

Indians, and obferving that they treated him
juft as they had done the old worthlefs In-

dian, in whofe place he was adopted, (he

having been confidered a perquifite of the

Squaws;) he therefore concluded he would
only fill his predeceflbr’s ftation, and ufed no
endeavours to pleafe them, as his bufinefs

was to cut wood for the family ; notwith-

ftanding he might eafily have procured afuf-

ficient ftore, yet lie was not fo difpofed, but

often refufed, and even left it for the Squaws
fometimes to do themfelves, not doubting, if

he was diligent and careful, they would be

lefs willing to give him his liberty.

Jofeph Gilbert came to fee him, and, as

has been mentioned, informed him of the de-

ceafe of their father.

Some time in the fall, the king (whofe
brother Thomas was called) died, and he was
diredled to hew boards, and make a coffin for

him; when it was completed, they fmeared

it with red paint. The women, whofe atten-

tion to this is always infifted onamongft the

Indians, kept the corpfe for feveral days,

when they prepared a grave, and interred

him; it being confidered am.ongft this tribe

difgraceful for a man to take any notice of

this
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this folemn and interefting fcene. A num-
ber of Squaws collefted upon this occafion,

and there was great mourning, which they

continued for feveral days at ftated times.

As the place of interment, as well as that

appointed for weeping, was near the hut
Thomas Peart refided at, he had an oppor-
tunity of indulging his curiofity, through the

openings of the logs, without giving of-

fence.

Soon after this, one of the women, who
was called Thomas’s fifter, defiied him to

accompany her about fifty miles towards

Niagara. Some others of the family went
with them, and in their way they took a deer

and other game.
. They were from home on this journey
about fix dayS} during the time, there fell a

very heavy fnow, which made their journey
toilfome. The women were fent homeward
before the reft, to prepare Ibmeching againft

they came.
When they had loitered at home a few

days, they fet about gathering their winter

ftore of hickory nuts; from fome of them
they extradted an oil, which they eat with

bread or meat, at their pleafure.

Frequently before they fet off on their

hunting parties, they make an Indian frolick

;

when, commonly, all the company become
extravagantly intoxicated ; and when they in-

E 6 tend
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tend to go off this winter, they firfb give the

preparatory entertainment.

Afier they were gone, Thomas Peart and
the miftrefs of the family difagreeing, fhe

infifted upon his jo’ning to the hunters, and
living on the game, that fhe might fave more
corn. He pleaded the coldnefs of the fea-

fon, and his want of clothing, but it would
not avail; he was therefore turned our, and

upon finding the nunters, he built them huts,

w'here they llaid for fome weeks, taking the

game, and eating wild meat without corn, as

the fupply they had raifed was fhort.

When they were weary with their employ,
they moved to then old hut, and lived in their

idle manner for a long time. They then

again returned to their hut, and ftaid about
ten days, and took feveral deer.

A few days after their return from hunt-

ing, they acquainted Thomas that they Ihould

fet off for Niagara; which was truly grate-

ful to him. There were fifteen of them on
this vifir. The old woman gave Thomas
Peart a ftrift charge to return.

Although the profpedl of feeing or hearing

from his relations was delight'fiil, yet the

journey was exceffively painful; the fnow
covering the ground to a confidei able depth,

the colei increafed, and they had to wade
through feveral deep creeks, the water often

freezing to theirlegs ; and Thomas Peart, as

well
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well as the reft, were unclothed, excepting a

blanket and pair of leggings.

In five days they came to Fort Slufher,.

and at the treats they there received, were

moft of them drunk for the day.

Next morning they went to Niagara,where

he immediately made application to the Bri-

tifli officers to folicit his releafe. Captain

Powel informed Colonel Johnfon, who re-

quefted it of the Indians they required fome
time to deliberate upon the fubjeft, not will-

ing to difoblige the Colonel, and at length

concluded to comply with his requeftj tell-

ing him, that however hard it might be to

part with their own flelh, yet, to pleafe him,

they confented to it, hoping he would make
them fome prefent.

Colonel Johnfon then directed him to his

own houfe, and defired him to clean himfelf,

and fent clothes for him to drefs with. Here
he had plenty of fait provifions, and every

neceffary of life; this, with the happy regain-

ing of his liberty, gave a new fpring to his

fpirits, and, for a few days, he fcarcely knew
how to enjoy fufficiently this almofl unlook-
ed-for change.

When recruited, he went to work for

Colonel Johnfon, and a few weeks after had
thefatisfaclion of his brotherBenjamin PearCs
company ; who, though not releafed, yet was
permitted to flay at the fort, and worked with

his
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his brother until fpring; when Capt. Powel,
Lieutenant Johnfonj and Thomas Peart went
up Buffalo Greek, with two boats loaded with

provirions,and a proportion of planting corn,

together with hoes, to be diftributed among
the Indians.

In this expedition Thomas had the fatif-

fa£tion of feeing and converfing with his

filler Rebecca, which was the firft of their

meeting together, after a feparation of a
year.

At the dillribution of the corn and hoes,

the Indians met, and made a general feall;

after which they dil'perfed; and the officers,

when they had completed their bufinefs, re-

turned to Niagara, after an abfence of eight-

or nine days.

Thomas Peart was fettled atCol. Johnfon’s

to work for him at two Ihillings and fixpence

per day, till the eighth month, when fix of
the captives were fent to Montreal, and Tho-
mas alfo had permiffion to go, but he chofe

rather to Hay, to afford his affillance to his •

filler Rebecca Gilbert, and his coufin Benja-

min Gilbert, junior, who yet remained in •

captivity; exerting himfelf as ftrenuoully as

poffible on their behalf.

In the fall, he went up again to Buffalo

Creek, where he faw his filler and coufin a

fecond time, and affured his filler that the

Colonel intended to infill on her being re-

leafed i this encouraged her to hope.

The
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The Indians are too indolent to employ
fufficienr pains to preferve their grain in the

winter; therefore, thofe who plant near the

fort, generally fend the greater part to the

Englilh to preferve for them, and take it

back as they want it : therefore, what this

neighbourhood had more than for a fhort

fupply, they carried with them in their boats-

to the fort.

In the winter, Thomas Peart undertook to

chop wood for the Britilh officers, and built

himfelf a hut about two miles from the fort,-..

in which he lodged at night. A drunken
Indian came to his cabin one evening with a

knife in his hand, with an intention of mif-

chief; but, being debilitated with jiquor,

Thomas Peart eafily wrefted his knife from
him.
A wolf came one night up to the door of

his cabin, which he difeovered next morn-
ing, by the tracks in the fnow ; and a few
nights after paid a fecond vifit, when he
fired at him, and, by the blood on the fnow,

fuppofed he had mortally wounded him.
Next fpring, Thomas went with the officers

again up Buffalo Creek, when he afreffi ani-

mated his filter, by informing her that Gene-
ral Haldimand had given orders to the offi-

cers to procure their liberty.

As they teturned by Fort Erie, their boats

were in danger from the ice in the lake and

river.
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river. It continues in thefe parts until late

in the fpring ; fometimes as late as the fifth

month i and, as foon as melted, the vegeta-

tion is aftonifhingly quick.

About two weeks after they returned,

Thomas Peart went back again with fome
officers, who were going to the Indians.

After a tour of fifteen days, he came'again

to the fort, where he ftaid for feveral weeks,

and received feveral letters from his relations

at Montreal, by fome officers who were on
their waytoCataraguors, on Lake Erie, about
eighty miles from Niagara ; who, in their

way, faw Rebecca and Benjamin Gilbert, jun.

with a number of Indians, going for Nia-
gara. Tho. Peart made as quick difpatch as

poffible to nfieet them, delighted with the

profpedl of their obtaining their liberty.

They took a porcupine, which is fomewhat
larger than a rackoon, and covered remark-
ably with quills of bone, about eight or nine

inches long, which they can difcharge with

fuch force, as to penetrate through a man’s

hand at a confiderable diftance.

A few days after he returned from this ex-

pedition, the captives were delivered up-:

thefe two had been with the Indians upwards
of two years.

In afhort time after their releafe, Thomas
Peart procured pcrmiffion for them and him-
felf to proceed to Montreal, and was furnilh-

ed
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ed with a pafs, containing an order to ob-
tain what provifions they might be in want
of in their paffage.

The fecond day of the 6th month, 1782,
they went on board the fliip Limner, and pro-

ceeded towards Montreal. When they came
againft the place where their father w'as in-

terred, thofe whom they were with gave Tho-
mas and Rebecca notice, though they did

not land, but purfued their voyage ;
and,

after being feven days on the water, they

reached Fort Ladieen, where they (laid that

night, and the next day went to Montreal to

their relations; foon after which, a letter was
received from the before- mentioned Benj.

Gilbert, then at Caftleton, acquainting them
of his being fo far on his way to Montreal,
in order to give them affiftance in getting

home, and requefting that permiflion might
be obtained for his coming in; which Eliza-

beth immediately applied to the officers for;

who with great cheerfulnefs wrote in her be-
half to Gen. Haldimand, at Quebec, who
readily granted her requeft, together with

other favours to Elizabeth, worthy of her

grateful remembrance; by which means Ben-
jamin’s arrival at Montreal was foon effedt-

ed, where he had the pleafure once more of
feeing and converling with his relations and
neareft connexions, to their great joy and fa-

tisfadlion, after an abfence ofnear three years;

during
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during which time, they had but little if any^

certain account of each other.

' After fome time fpent in inquiring after

their relatives and friends, and converfing on
the once unthought of and ftrange fcenes of
life they had paffed through fince their repa-

ration, it became neceffary to prepare for

their journey homewards, which was accord-

ingly done ; and in about five weeks from
the time of Benjamin’s arrival, they took
leave of the friends and acquaintances they

had made during their refidence there, whofe
hofpitable and kind treatment merits their’

grateful and fincere acknowledgments, and
moft ardent defires for their welfare in every

fcene. And on the 22d day of the 8th month,

1782, attended by a great number of the in-

habitants, they embarked in boats prepared,

for them, and took their departure. Having
crofled the river, and carriages being pro-

vided, they proceeded on their journey with--

out much delay, until they came to St.-

John’s, where they went on board a floop;,

but the winds being unfavourable, rendered

their paffage in the lake fomewhat tedious,.

They did not arrive at Crown-Point until

about two weeks after their departure from
Montreal. They continued here feveral days,,

and from thence went in open boats to Eaft-

Bay in about two days, where theylanded and
ftaid all night, and were, next day deiiyered

up
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lip to the officers of Vermont. Here Tome of
the company ftaid two nights, on account of
Benjamin Peart’s child being very ill ; by
which time it fo recovered, that they pro-

ceeded on to Caftleton, where thofe that

went before had halted, and near that place

ilaid all night, and in the morning Elizabeth,

the mother, having engaged to do an errand

for a friend, was under a neceflity of riding

about thirty-five miles, which occafioned her

to be abfent two nights from the family, who
were at Captain Willard’s ; at which place

Benjamin provided horfes and waggons for

the remainder of the journey, together with

fome provifions. Here they were very civilly

-treated, and generoufly entertained, free of
expence.

The family then proceeded on, and met
their mother at the houfe of Captain Lanfon,
where they ftaid that night and until noon
next day, and were alfo kindly treated by
him.

Continuing their journey, they met with

John Bracanage (who, together with Captain

Lanfon, were paffengers with them to Eart-

Bay); he gave them an invitation to his houfe,

which they accepted, and arrived there about
noon next day, and continued with him two.

nights, and were refpeftfully entertained.

Having prepared for profecuting their

journey, they proceeded on for the North-
River, where they met with Lot Trip and

William
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William KndwleSj who kindly condufled
the women to the houfe of David Sands,

where they lodged that night. The reft of
the family came to them in the morning,
and feveral of them attended friends meet-
ing, not having had the like opportunity
for feveral years before.

In the afternoon theypurfued theirjourney,

the before-mentioned Lot Trip and William
Knowles accompanying them, and being in

a waggon, kindly took Elizabeth and her

younger daughter paffengers with them,

which proved a confiderable relief.

In a few days they came intoPennfylvania,

where they met with fome of their relations,

and former acquaintances and friends, who
were unitedly rejoiced at the happy event of

once more feeing and converfing with them.

The next day, being the twenty-eighth day
of the ninth month, 1782, they arrived at

Byberry, the place of their nativity, and the

refidence of their neareft connexions and
friends, where Elizabeth and her children

were once more favoured with the agreeable

opportunity of feeing and converfing with

her ancient mother, together with their other

neareft relatives and friends, to their mutual
joy and fatisfadlion ; under which happy cir-

cumftance we now leave them.

THOUGHTS
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THOUGHT S

Alluding to, and in Part occafioned by^

the Captivit!^ and Sufferings of

BENJAMIN GILBERT and his

- FAMILY.

AS from the forefl: iffues the fell boar.

So human ravagers, in deferts bred,

On the defencelefs, peaceful hamlet pour

Wild wafte o'er all, and fudden ruin fpread

!

Here, undifguis’d, war's brutal fpirit fee,

Its venom’d nature to the root laid bare.

In which (triclc’d up in webs of policy)

Profeffing Chnftians vindicate their lliare^

Pompous profeffion, vaunting in a name,
Floats lightly on an oftentatious fhow.

Nor dips fmcere, in refignation's ftream,

To bring memorials from the depths below^

Sophifticated dogmas of the fchools,

The flatulent, unwholefome food of ftrife.

With zeal pedantic for tradition's ruleSj

Still crucify the principle of life.

The
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Tlie woes of this probationary ftate.

Through life fo mingled and diverfified,

Derive their chief malignity and weight

From murm’ring difcontent and captious pride^

Tranfient is human life, all flefh as grafs,

The goodlinefs of man but as a flowV.

Fine gold muft through the fervid furnace pafsj;

Through death we immortality explore.

Through judgment muft deliverance be known,
From vile affeftions, and their wrathful fting j

True peace pertains to righteoufnefs alone.

That flows, through faith, from liie’s eternal fpring!

Should man (to glory call’d, and endlefs blifs)

Bewail his momentary advcrfe doom

!

Or in deep thankful refignation kifs

The rod that prompts him on his journey home?

Unfearchable the providence of God,
By boafted wifdom of the fon of duft;

Lo! virtue feels oppreflion’s iron rod.

And impious fpirits triumph o’er the juft.

Shall hence a felf-conceited reptile dare

Th’ omnifcient Ruler’s equity arraign?

Say here thy wrath is fit, thy bounty there.

Good to promote, and evil to reftrain.

Believing fouls unfeignedly can fay,

Not mine, by thy all-perfedt will be done 5

If beft this bitter cup fliould pafs away,

Or be enduFd, to thee, not me, is known.

Dee|f
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Deep tribulation in the humbly wife,^

Through patience to divine experience leads ;

The ground where hope fecurely edifies,

Purg’d ofthe filth whence confcious fhame proceeds •

Affliftion is Bethefda’s cleanfing pool,

Deep fearching each diftemper of the mind;
The poor way-farer, though efteem’d a fool.

Baptizing here, immortal health may find.

Though for the prefent grim adverfity

Not joyous is, but grievous to fuftain;'

Humblin,^ the fhepherd’s call— Come learn of

In lowly meeknefs to endure thy pain.

Yet (hall it work a glorious recompence;

Nor can the heart of man conceive in full.

The good by infinite Benificence,

Stor’d for the patient unrepining foul.

Some feeble ones fuftain the galling yoke,

With firmnefs, no ferocious tempers know;
Calm refignation mitigates the ftroke

Of ills, tremendous to the diftant view!

If difappointment blaft thy fanguine hope,

Indulg’d in fublunary profpefts fair,

Conclude thy guardian angel made the ftop.

To cheek thy blind, thy dangerous career.

The captive family in favage bonds.

Trace through each rugged way and tracklefs wild:

Through famine, toils unknown, and hoftile wounds.
The tender mother with her infant child.

Then
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Then with thy lighter griefs their forrows weigh,
Nor let thy own demerits be forgot

:

Impartial inference deduccj and fay

Whence thy exemption from their heavy lot

:

Is it thy wifdom fhields thee in the hour.

When mighty dangers o’er thy head impend?
Can thine, or other mortal arm of power,
From famine, peftilence, or ftorm defend?

Confefs ’tis mercy covers thee from harm,
A care benign, unmerited by thee ;

And if the grateful fenfe thy bofom warm,
Small price is paid for fuch felicity.

If the hard Indian’s wild ferocity,

Againft their race thy indignation move,
Think on the example due to them from thee,

Profeffing Chriftian equity and love.

So (hall their cruel, their abhorred deeds,

Inftrudl'ion to the humble mind convey |

Remind us whence all violence proceeds.

And ftrengthen to purfue the peaceful way.

Vengeance with vengeance holds perpetual war:
Love only can o’er enmity prevail

;

Sulphur and pitch, abfurdly who prepare.

To quench devouring fire, are fure to fail.

Hear ye vindi6l:ive 1 -be no longer proud,

The high decree is paft, gone forth the word ;

No vain illufion ’tis the voice of God !

Who ufe the fword mull perilhi by the fword.’^

Perilh
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Perifii from that divine ennobling fenfe

Of heavenly good, which evil overcomes

;

That light, whofe energetic influence.

With piercing ray dilpels bewild’riiig glooms.
‘

From whence come mortal jarrings ! come they not

From luft, from pride, from feliifh arrogance?

In which, from peace and freedom far remote,

The blind goad on the blind, aflavifh dance.

What! cries the zealot, ffiall not Chriftian faith

O’er heathen infidelity prevail ?

—Yes but the means is not thy will, thy wrath ;

Means which confederate with death and helL

Did ever tyger-hearted Spanifh chief.

By thofe dire maflacres in ftory told,

Vanquifh Peruvia’s ftubborh unbelief.

Or add one convert to the Chriftian fold ?

Vindidlive man will ftill retaliate.

Evil for evil, and ftill rack his brains,.

F or arguments the caufe to vindicate
;

Nor knows what fpirit in his bofom reigns.

Mefliah is the love of God to man !

Reveal’d on earth, not to deftroy, but fave

;

By wifdom’s peaceful influence to maintain,

Dominion over death, hell, and the grave.

But why for Chriftian purity contend ?

Who hath, alas ! believ’d the glad report ?

How many bpaft the name, the name defend

;

Yet make the virtual life their fcolFand fport ?

F Deal
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Deal forth their cenfures with unfparing ^eaf,

^Gainft favage violence and cruel wrong
r dream the real effental infidel

riolds o’er their fpirits his dominion ftrong^

What Turkifh rover, or what heathen foe,

Shews more contempt of gofpel equity,

Than thofe, to fultry climes remote who go,

enflave their fellow men, by nature free ?

The yelling warrior, with relentlefs hand.

Leaves parent childlefs, fatherlefs the fon
5

Their griefs our tender fympathy demand ;

But what have diftant Afric’s children donel

Will ftill the pick-thank, temporizing prieft.

Give this opprefiion Pharifaic aid ?

Will civiliz’d believers ftill perfift

To vindicate the abominable trade ?

Th’ extenfive, deep, unrighteous t’ unfold,

Weft-India’s dark, inhuman laws explore;

What grofs iniquity we there behold.

In folemn ads of legiflative pow’r.?

Britons, v/ho loud for liberty contend,

AfFed to guard their nation from the ftain ;

Yetfordidly in Mammon’s temple bend,

And largely lhare in the ungodly gain.

What ardent execrations do we hear,

’Gainft barb’rous Mohoc’s, bloody Shawanefe ?

From father’s arms their hopeful fons v/ho tear

;

Frommother’? breaft& love’s tender pledges feize.

O Chriftian !
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O Chrlftlan ! think with what redoubled force,

'Gainft which fallacious artifice is vain,

On thee recurs thy aggravated curfe,
^

,

Heav’n’s righteous Judge pronouncing • ^

art the man.”

Think for what end the Mediator came,

On earth an ignominious death to die ;

"

Thy foul from wrath’s dominion to redeem,

And to himfelf a people purify.

Books printed and fold by James Phillips.

The Seleft Works of William Penn, in rive
Volumes 8vo. Price zs. 6d. well bound, or 25a,,

in Calf, kttered.

Fruits of Solitude, in Refledions and Maxims
lating to the Condud of Human Life, in Two Parts,

by William Penn. To which is added.
Fruits of a Father’s Love, being the Advice of Wm*

Penn to his Children, relating to their Civil and FvCi-

ligious Condud, very fmall lize, bound, 2s, 6d.

The Works of Isaac Pennington, in Four Vo-,

iumes 8vo. well bound, 20s. Calf lettered 22s.

An Apology for the True ChriHian Divinity, by >

Robert Barclay, 5s. On SuperfineWriting Paper^;/

large 8vo,
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The Sacred Hiftor/ of the Old and New Telliament^

hy Thomas Ellwood^ Thi'ee Volumes 8vo. well
bound, {55,

of the Gofpel Labours and Chridian
-

' a faithful IVlinifter in ChrilL John
, X AN, late of NottingKam in Pennfylvania,

d'c3’':\d .

bound 4s.

^ A j\;UTnal of the Life, Travels, and Labours, in the

V/o.ir: .;f the MiniEry, of John Griffith, 8vo,

ocu id 2S. 6d,

So’TC Cor; fide rations relating to the prefent State of
i li e C b rihian R eligion , & c . by A L E X A N D E R A R s G o T T ,

^vc. bound 3s,

fob":': ?oeins, occalionally written on various

SuLjedT. To which is added, the Hiilory of the Pro-

r kets and Elmia, a Poem, by John Fry,.

. and * ^ d,

‘ joarnal of the Life of John Grattan, 8vo.

,ound 2s,

:Jioa’s Protc£iing Providence Man’s fureft Help and
evidenced in the remarkable Deliverance of

I bei'c Barrow, and others. By Jonathan Dickenfon.

. nv Luition, is*

An Account of the Captivity of Elizabeth Hanfon,

of Kachecky, in New England, 3d..
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